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The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt 
amongst us 


The words of our faith 
are meaningless if 
not lived out 

says Kenneth Cragg 
who writes 
about 'faith at 
language school' 
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In these uncertain times the Bishop of Oxford and our three Area Bishops bring Christmas messages of hope based on the themes of the Diocesan ‘Sharing Life in Advent’ pack 



Photograph: David Sparrow 


Heavenly peace 

The Bishop of Oxford writes about 
working for peace Isaiah 2: 1-5 

A prayer that I am fond of has a petition that 
God might ‘set the peace of heaven within the 
hearts of men, that it might bind the nations 
also in a covenant which cannot be broken’. 
That peace of heaven in our hearts cannot of 
itself guarantee a peace between nations. But 
without that peace in our hearts, there can cer- 
tainly be no end of the conflict which at present 
despoils so much of the earth. 

+Richard Oxon 

The full text of Bishop Richard's message Js on page 8 where there Is also 
a Prayer for Christmas by the Diocesan Lay Chairman, Penny Keens. 


Through the wrapping paper 

The Bishop of Buckingham writes about 
working with God Luke 2: 26 - 28 

E. B. White once wrote. To perceive Christmas 
through its wrapping becomes harder year on 
yean’ Luke tells us that when Simeon and Anna 
saw the baby Jesus they perceived that this was 
no ordinary baby. Anna, ‘spoke about the child 
to all who were looking forward to the redemp- 
tion of Jerusalem’. Simeon bequeathed us the 
Song of Simeon. From their perspective of faith, 
they saw something different. 

Of course, Jesus came for the whole of human- 
ity, but it is the eyes of faith that help us see 
through the wrapping of religion. God is at 
work in Jesus and in the world. The Incarnation 
reminds us that God comes to us not in power 
(that is for another day!) but as a baby. 

May our eyes be opened this advent to the 
truth about God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

+ Mike Buckingham 


The light of Bethlehem 

The Bishop of Reading writes about 
working for healing Isaiah 35: 1-10 

Words like holiness and wholeness trip easi- 
ly off the preacher's tongue, but they are not 
the same. Holiness is about how much we 
have changed and how much we have 
grown. Wholeness is about how we inte- 
grate the various aspects of our lives - our 
relationships with material things, with oth- 
ers and with God. 

In Advent, we journey towards the light 
of Bethlehem, acknowledging our need for 
God’s healing, forgiveness and love so that 
in a cattle stall we ‘shall see the glory of the 
Lord, the majesty of our God’. 

+ Dominic Reading 


Your Kingdom come 

The Bishop of Dorchester writes about 
working for peace Isaiah 1L 1-10 

One of the many things that the prophets are 
agreed on is that Justice lies close to the heart 
of God. An absolute justice that takes into 
account all the circumstances surrounding a 
situation; which shows no favour to the rich 
and powerful; and which comes to the aid of 
the poor and needy. 

As we know, the justice we practise, whether 
in our law courts or in our personal judge- 
ments, can only dimly approximate to God’s 
standards but that should not prevent us from 
seeking it wherever it can be found. When we 
pray ‘Your Kingdom come’ we pray among 
other things that our justice may truly reflect 
God’s own. 

+Colin Dorchester 


GOOD NEWS TRAVELS FAST IN SLOUGH thanks to St Mary's new website which includes 
this photograph of some members of the church's Sunday School with harvest produce collected for 
Slough Refugee Support. The children were photographed by David Sparrow, a member of the church 
and a professional photographer.The new website was launched at a One World Week service. Besides 
information about worship, arts, the community and church groups, the site provides a spiritual domain 
where people can post prayers on the web. You can also book a wedding, a christening or even a pastoral 
visit. 'All are invited to the site at www.stmarys-slough.org.uk' says the Rector, the Revd Dr David Midi. 
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in brief 


Living outside the religious box 


TAKING time out in August 
for some study leave I spent 
two days with George Lings. 
George is the Director of the 
Sheffield Centre. Sponsored 
by the Church Army, the 
Centre undertakes research 
into evangelism and emerging 
forms of church across the 
nation, and tries to analyse 
what is happening and then 
to disseminate best practice. 

During our conversations 
together we were trying to 
explore new ideas and new 
ways of thinking, in order to 
hear more clearly what 
God's Spirit might be saying 
to the Church in these days. 

Discovering the focus 

One of the questions we 
asked was whether we are 
right in assuming that wor- 
ship is the prime focus and 
task of the Church. Certainly 
the first commandment, 
amplified by Jesus, suggests 
this is so, and there can be 
no doubt that the early 
Church saw a central impor- 
tance for the worship of the 
living God. The book of 
Revelation seems to suggest 


that in the final resolution of 
all things we will find our- 
selves lost in the wonder of 
worship. However, that 
seemed an insufficient under- 


CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 


standing of the call of the 
Church here on earth, and 
we turned again to look at 
the person of Jesus to see if 
there were clues in the model 
of his ministry. It was here 
we felt we began to discover 
a new focus. 

In the example of Jesus 

If the Church is in any sense 
to be the Body of Jesus here 
on earth, then it is important 
that we look at the example 
of his life to discover his pri- 
orities and the focus of his 
ministry. 

Certainly he made a priori- 
ty of worship. He attended 
the synagogue regularly and 
in his own personal life. 


prayer and seeking the 
Father’s heart and will was 
vital. This life of worship and 
prayer was not, ho we vet, her- 
metically sealed, it was not an 
end in itself. It was from 
prayer and worship that Jesus 
found himself driven out of 
the strictly 'religious’ box to 
engage with people wherever 
and however he found them. 

The focal point of the life 
of Jesus was not worship, 
but the mission to which he 
felt the Father calling him. 
Worship was central, but 
only in so far as it informed 
and empowered his life of 
mission. As his life unfolded 
so Jesus engaged with people 
and situations way outside 
the acceptable norm of the 
religious leaders and eventu- 
ally this led to conflict and 
the way of the cross. 

This life would be startling 
enough on its own terms, but 
throughout his ministry 
Jesus was clear that his work 
and attitudes only reflected 
those of his Father, ‘all I 
want to do is that which I see 
the Father doing'. Mission is 
not just central to the life of 


Jesus, but it is central in the 
heart and purpose of God 
the Father. 

Mission Is the agenda 

At the end of my second year 
in my role as Director of 
Evangelisation my greatest 
concern is that we see our 
mission call, as expressed in 
Sharing Life, only as a 'bolt 
on’ to everything else that we 
are doing, rather than the 
very reason for our exis- 
tence. In a few days time we 
will be celebrating the gift of 
Jesus Christ as the word of 
God. If our celebrations are 
to mean anything, then our 
worship of Jesus Christ must 
inform the whole of our lives 
and lead us in his way to the 
primacy of his mission to his 
hurting and broken world. 

To find out more about 
Sharing Life contact: 

The Revd Canon Chris C, Meal, 
Oxford Diocesan Director of 
Evangelisation, Thame Barns 
Centre, Church Road, Thame, 
Oxon 0X9 3 A. 

Telephoned! 844-2 16097. 

Fax: 01844-260827. Email: 
katrina@st mary s. psao n I i oe.c q m 


Just a ‘die’ away... 

HERALDING a vivid new 
look for the Diocesan 
Website Art and Meditation 
for Advent will include spe- 
cially commissioned reflec- 
tions by Bishop Dominic on 
darkness and light, Chris 
Sugden on the scriptures, 

Sister Frances Dominica on 
Christmas day and children 
and Professor Arthur 
Peacocke on Epiphany and 
discovery, to name a few. The 
site is illustrated with new 
icons (pictured left) by artist 
Stefan Marinov. For further 
details visit the website at 
www ; oxford.anglican.org 



DIOCESAN CALENDAR GOES ONLINE on 24 McuErrtaTte 
perennial calendar includes 36 entries for godly men and women fmm all ewer 
the Diocese and from ail walks of life. They range from St Birinus who con- 
verted the King of Wessex to Christianity to the popular broadcaster 
and writer C.S. Lewis and Rosemary Spooner who helped set up the 


Oxford Diocesan Council for the Deaf, oxford .ang Jican.org/caiendar 



World Aids Day 


THE Red Ribbon is the sym- 
bol of HIV and AIDS aware- 
ness. December 1 2001 is 
World AIDS day. The 
Oxfordshire Churches Red 
Ribbon Group is having a 
United Service for World 
ArDS Day at 4pm on 1 


Deceipber at New Road 
Baptist Church, Oxford. 
AIDS is a huge problem 
world-wide and there were 
3,550 new HIV cases record- 
ed in Britain last year. All are 
welcome. Details from John 
Insley: 01865 558424. 


Ministry course honour 


THE REVD DR Mike 
Butterworth, Principal of the 
St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course is to 
become an Honorary Canon 
of the Cathedral and Abbey 


Church of St Alban. The ser- 
vice wifi take place on 
Saturday 9 February 2002 at 
4pm Evensong. All who know 
Mike are welcome to attend. 
Details from 01865 208260. 


Convention Champions 


THE Diocesan Convention is 
looking for a ‘Convention 
Champion' from every parish 
to start enthusing people and 
encouraging them to book for 
the Convention in July 2002. 
If you have been appointed 
please sign up at 
www.oxf ord. a ngl ican .org/con 


vention or contact Revd Dr 
Alan Wilson 01252 873030, 
Don’t forget booking for 
Convention starts in January 
2002. Meanwhile please pray 
for the Convention, its plan- 
ning group, and for God to 
encourage people of all ages in 
your parish to come. 


Help for fanners in the Diocese 


A LOCAL GROUP representing 
the national charity Farm 
Crisis Network (FCM) has 
recently been established tak- 
ing the work of FCM into 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire. County Co- 
ordinator, Ian Andrews 
expressed his delight that the 


first meeting had been attend- 
ed by so many working farm- 
trs and people from other pro- 
fessions eager to offer their 
help. The Group will give sup- 
port and advice to anyone in 
the farming community who 
needs help. For details contact 
Ian Andrews 01844 208887. 


Christmas advertised 


CHRISTMAS services at 
churches of all denominations 
can be advertised on Radio 
FOXFM from 21 to 24 
December thanks to a cam- 
paign by the Diocese of 
Oxford. The adverts will point 


to a website www.christmas- 
worship.com and include the 
voices of young people inviting 
listeners to come to church. If 
you would like your service to 
be advertised contact Judy 
Baldwin on 01865 395229, 


Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


THE ETHICAL PARTNERSHIP 

Independent Financial Advisers 

S Ethical fit Socially Responsible 
Investment Specialists (onshore and 
offshore] 

• Retirement Planning [inc. Stakeholder 
Pensions] 

• Inheritance Tax a Long Term Care 
Planning 



FREEPHONE : 0800 0924(190 


The Ethical Partnership Is a member d I FA Network Ltd which is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Also a member ol 
UK5IF (UK Social Inuestmenl Forum} 


PERSONALISED 
CHILDREN’S COOKS 


CY FINISHES LTD 

Stove ENAMilliNq, 
*ow<Ier CoATiNq, 
Screen PitiNTiNq' 

Arnhem Road f Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 5RU 

Tel: 01635 43860 
Fax: 01635 38547 


A special gift for that special child 

My Little Adventure books are personalised with the 
child’s name, age, place of residence,, friends and 
relatives to share the adventure as well at the spe- 
cial dedication from yourself 

16 Titles to choose 
from Hard back cov- 
ers and high quality 
printing 

Prices from £4.50 
Free Postage & 
Packaging 
Approx age range 
3 to 8 years 

For a leaflet and order form phone Helen on 

01252 409383 

or visit 

www, my I ittlead ventu re. co.uk 
- - * - * 



Our work is... 
Caring 

Running nine residential 
and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry 

Another new home has opened bm 
donations are still needed to support those 
living in Board homes who cannot afford 
the full cost of their care. 

Your donation or legacy will help us 
continue this much needed work for those 
who have cared for others in the name 
of Christ. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating 
the Board’s charitable work, or words for 
inclusion in a will are available from the 
secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OTD) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SW1P 3YS 

Reg, Charity number 236627 
Please help us in any way you can. Thank you. 




Ratchford Taylor 

Interiors 


THE COMPLETE INTERIOR 
DESIGN SERVICE 

CURTAINS, CARPETS, SOFAS AND 
CHAIRS, REUPHOLSTERY, UNUSUAL 
GIFTIDEAS AND BEAUTIFUL 
PICTURES, MIRRORS AND LAMPS. 

Red Bam Studios 

Phone: 01280 702575 
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News 


Diocese tackles the vital questions of play 


SEVENTY FIVE headteachers 
and ‘early years’ teachers 
from church schools in the 
Diocese of Oxford attended 
an Early Years Conference at 
Church House on 6 
November. It was the first 
conference on the education 
of three to six year olds to be 
organised by the Diocesan 
Board of Education. 

The keynote speaker was 
Rosemary Peacocke, a mem- 
ber of the Boardof Education 
and also Specialist Adviser to 
the House of Commons Select 
Committee on Early Years. 

‘Play their most serious 
minded activity’ was the title 


of Mrs Peacock’s inspiring 
address based on her exten- 
sive experience of children’s 
learning and development. 
She reminded us that when 
children are deeply absorbed 
in an activity of their own 
choice, their learning and 
concentration is often of the 
highest order and can be 
compared to work as adults 
understand it. 

Laying foundations 
A video clip showed a small 
boy building a tower of 
blocks such concentration 
that he shunned any com- 
ments being made by a well 
meaning adult. 


The second 
session on ‘ 
the founda- 
tions of 
learning’ was 
led by Julie 
Fisher, Oxfordshire’s Adviser 
for Early Years. She likened 
the ‘Foundation Stage 
Curriculum’ (for children 
from three to the end of the 
reception year) to laying the 
foundations of a building. If 
enough care is taken in the 
planning of the foundation 
structures then the building 
we create will be strong and 
able to learn and relate to 
others in the future she said. 


In the after- 
noon the dele- 
gates were 
treated to an 
insight into 
some fascinat- 
ing research into young chil- 
dren’s spiritually. 

Thoughts on snails 
‘Reflections on slow moving 
snails and other aspects of 
young children’s spirituality’ 
was the title of the talk given 
by Danny Sullivan, Director 
of Education for the Oxford 
Diocese and Consultant 
Editor to the International 
Journal of Children’s 
Spirituality. Danny shared 


some delightful insights into 
children’s thoughts about 
God and the kind of ques- 
tions children often ask such 
as ‘what happens when you 
die?’ He reminded teachers 
about the special responsibil- 
ity they have when working 
in church schools for encour- 
aging children’s spiritual 
development and the impor- 
tance of creating opportuni- 
ties and time for young chil- 
dren to reflea on their dis- 
coveries and their feelings. 

On her visits to schools, 
Elizabeth Cracknell, Schools’ 
Adviser for 

Buckinghamshire, Milton 


Keynes and Slough, found 
that there was a real need in 
some parts of the Oxford 
Diocese for more training 
and debate about how 
schools can provide a good 
quality experience for the 
very youngest pupils. She 
was encouraged to set up a 
conference on early years by 
Rosemary Peacocke. 

Enthusiasm for the day 
was refleaed in the words of 
one headteacher who said: ‘It 
was absolutely wonderful. 
We’ll come to anything the 
Diocese organises. We loved 
Church House and we saw a 
Bishop!’ 


Elizabeth Cracknell 

reports on an Early 
Years Conference 


In the footsteps of St Francis 



THIRTY THREE PILGRIMS aged from two to 84 from South 
Buckinghamshire were pictured in Rome at the foot of the 
Spanish Steps on their recent pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi. The 
majority came from St Francis of Assisi, Terriers, High Wycombe, 
but the party also included members of the congregations of St 
Mary and St George (Sands), Christ Church (Holmer Green), St 
Peter and St Paul (Stokenchurch), Holy Trinity (Lane End), St 
Giles (the Chalfonts), and Holy Spirit (Bedgrove, Aylesbury). They 
travelled in the footsteps of St Francis and included five members 
of the Third Order of the (Anglican) Society of St Francis (lay 
people and clergy who live in accordance with a simple rule of life 
based on the rule of St Francis). The party was led by the Vicar of 
Terriers, the Revd Tony Dickinson. 


Gourmet soup kitchen 

AFTER a summer fraught by 
fire and flood, the Gatehouse 
drop-in centre is ready to face 
the winter with a warm glow 
of a different kind. The pro- 
jea in St Michael Street is to 
receive donations of the very 
best quality soup, made by 
some of Oxford’s finest cooks. 
www. oxfordgatehouse.org 

Twenty fifth St Birinus 

THE 25th St Birinus Pilgrimage 
will be on 7 July 2002. The 
preacher will be Vincent 
Nichols, Archbishop of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Birmingham. 


Bible reading Bishop 

THE Bible Reading 
Fellowship in Oxford have 
appointed Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester; as the 
new chairman of their 
Council of Trustees. He 
takes over from Colin 
Bennetts, Bishop of 
Coventry and formerly 
Bishop of Buckingham. 

BRF publishes books and 
Bible reading notes, and 
runs Quiet Days and train- 
ing events. In January 2002 
BRF celebrates 80 years 
since it was founded by the 
Revd Leslie Mannering. 


Asians Christians petition for families in Pakistan 


CHRISTIAN Asians in Slough 
worried about the welfare of 
relatives, are to intensify 
their campaign for construc- 
tive action after the murder 
of 18 Christians in Pakistan. 

Community leaders repre- 
senting, some 350 Slough fam- 
ilies, warned three weeks 
beforehand of the dangerous 
situation that was brewing. 
Backed by church leaders and 
local politicians, community 
leaders have taken their peti- 
tions to the Pakistan High 
Commissioner in London and 
asked for the implementation 


of a four point action plan. 
This includes the immediate 
removal of the fatwa calling 
for two Pakistani Christians to 
be killed for each Muslim who 
dies in the bombing in 
Afghanistan and the removal 
of laws discriminating against 
Christians and non-Muslims. 

Local community leader in 
Slough Wilson Gill says: ‘I 
am deeply concerned for my 
brothers and their families. 
Though they help and serve 
Pakistanis of all creeds, they 
are being targeted by Islamic 
extremists.’ 


Introducing our Director of Ordinands 



THE Revd Canon Dr Marilyn Parry was welcomed as the 
new Oxford Diocesan Director of Ordinands at Christ 
Church Cathedral at Evensong on 1 3 Oaober. She is pictured 
with the Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries and the Revd 
Canon Andrew Meynell (left) and the Revd Canon Hugh 
Wybrew (right) who were installed as Honorary Canons at 
the same service of Evensong. Ptipto: Frank Biackweii 


Rabbis honour Bishops 


TO mark his nine years as 
Chairman of the Council of 
Christians and Jews, the 
Bishop of Oxford was recently 
entertained by the Chief 
Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks at a 
special reception. Bishop 
Richard, together with the 
Bishop of Reading, was also a 
guest at the recent opening of 


the new Syngogue in 
Maidenhead, whose Rabbi, 
Jonathan Romain was a sub- 
ject of The DOOR'S God in the 
Life of feature some years 
ago. At the opening Bishop 
Richard wished the new 
Synagogue well on behalf of 
Christian churches and other 
faith communities in the area. 
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People & places 


To gently help people awaken to God’ 



Eleven men and women were licensed as lay ministers (readers) in the Oxford Diocese at 
a service at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on Saturday, 27 October. They are pictured 
after the service with the Right Revd Dominic Walker, Bishop of Reading (centre) who 
licensed them and clergy from the parishes where they will minister. 


Third row back extreme left is: 

Jim Gray 'I have been encouraged to see licensed 
lay ministry as the next step in my spiritual jour- 
ney' says Jim who lives in Brightwell cum Sotwell, 
near Wallingford. He found the training 'challeng- 
ing' but enjoys preaching and taking services. 'I am 
looking forward to supporting my vicar and serv- 
ing God in my parish' he says. 

Middle row left to right are: 

Pam Toon is married to Maurice and they have a 
married son and a daughter and a recent grandson. 
She was delighted to licensed as an LLM. 'It means 
that the work I am already involved in at St 
Catherine's, Tilehurst, is officially recognised' she says. 
Ruth Sims is the LLM for the benefice of 
Ramsden, Leafield, Finstock and Wilcote in the 
ministry team with the Revd Jane Knowles. She 
says: 'I am looking forward to continuing to serve 
this rural community as we progress forwards into 
the future together. It is a privilege and pleasure for 
which I am thankful/ 

Elizabeth Harland says: 'I have found that train- 
ing for ministry is a rewarding, challenging and 
enjoyable part of the process of changing and 
developing in faith. I am looking forward to 
being an LLM at St Peter's Earley.' 

Pauline Page has a ministry in Cogges and South 
Leigh. It will focus on Blake Church, planted to 
reach people on nearby estates and led by her hus- 
band, David, who is also a LLM. 'After early retire- 
ment, we are sharing in the life of Stanton House 
Christian Retreat Centre and I am looking forward 
to becoming a grandma, twice, in the spring/ 

Ruth Ayling says: 'I am looking forward to get- 
ting fully involved in the life of the church, in par- 
ticular with the children, the youth and the young 


families. I hope to gently help people awaken to 
God and all the joy, peace and love that He brings/ 
Peter Barton looks forward to serving the con- 
gregation of St Peter's Drayton and the other 
parishes of the Damascus Group - Appleford, 
Milton, Steventon and Sutton Courtney. He hopes 
to develop his role in teaching, pastoral care and an 
evolving pattern of collaborative and outward- 
looking ministry. 

And front row left to right are: 

Amy Perry and George and their family have lived 
in Burghfield Common since 1965. Amy's interests 
include painting, photography and travelling. 'I am 
looking forward to becoming a useful and lively 
member of the ministry team at St Mary the 
Virgin, Burghfield' she says. 

Lynda March says: 'My husband Terry and our 
sons, Robin (19) and Christopher (17) and 1 have 
lived in Burghfield for 12 years. As an LLM, I am 
looking forward to working as one of the team and 
developing my ministry with children and 
teenagers/ 

Jenny Loder and her husband enjoy living in Didcot 
and walking on the Ridgeway. They have three chil- 
dren and four grandchildren. Jenny taught French 
until she retired and has been a member of the 
benefice local ministry team since 1996. She looks 
forward to helping develop a Christian Education 
programme in the benefice of Blewbury, Hagboume 
and Upton. 

Paul Dunn is 47 and a self-employed information 
technology consultant and a youthful grandfather 
of five. He and his wife Josephine live in Langley, 
Berkshire. He is a Rotarian (club President this 
year) and worships mostly at St Mary's, Langley. 


CORRECTIONS Apologies to a chorister from St Giles', Oxford for getting his name wrong in November. It 
was Nick Ashby (not Aston!) who won the St Nicolas Award. The European Day of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims was 18 not the 11 November as stated. The organisers unfortunately supplied the wrong information. 


SNIPPETS 


Reaching out was the theme’ of 
the Oxford Youth Convention 
at St Matthew’s, South Oxford 
on 10 November The focus 
was sharing Christ where you 
are. Speakers included Ram 
GidoomaL, CBE founder direc- 
tor of the South London 
Training and Enterprise Council 
and of South Asian Concern. 

Hymns about faith and work 

for the Alan Christmas Hymn 
Competition mentioned in the 
October DOOR must be in by 
1 1 December. Details from the 
BSR office on 01865 208214. 

Ray Valley Benefice churches, 
which include St Nicholas 
Islip, sent messages of sympa- 
thy to Islip in New York. 

Robert Pyne, a former chap- 
lain to the Bishop of Oxford is 
now a Royal Navy Chaplain. 
In a letter to a Church House 
staff member dated 1 1 
October, he said he was on 
HMS Fearless ‘off the coast of 
Oman’ officially on an exercise 
but no doubt on standby. We 
are sure Robert would wel- 
come your prayers. 

New Life Outreach, which 
evangelises in fitness clubs, has 
a new chairman, David 
Courteen who has worked in 
health clubs since leaving col- 
lege. ‘I have long believed that 
gymns are a perfect venue to 



Shelswell shows solidarity with homeless 

Members of the Shelswelf Churches youth group, Hakuna Matata, 
spent a night outside Fringford village hall in cardboard boxes to 
raise money for Oxford homelessness charities. Ten young people 
ranging in age from 11 to 17 and two adults gathered in Fringford 
village hall to say prayers for the needy of the world, including the 
homeless and refugees, before going out to sleep in the shelters they 
had made. Nearly £300 was raised by the group. Pictured are Rosie 
Helyer (left) from Hethe and Jessica Longstaff from Fringford, both 
aged 11 as they settle down for the night. Photo: Clare Wenham 


introduce people to 
Christianity’ he says. See also 
www.NLOfitlives.comDi 



0XFAM Director, Barbara 
Stocking? (centre) was invited 
by members of Headington 
Churches Together; Oxford to 
cut their Fair Trade cake in 
One World Week. It was 
shared with shoppers together 
with tea, coffee and juices to 
highlight the Fairtrade mark. 

RIP Holy Unsuitable who are 

no more. This ‘church-spon- 
sored, live-music, lame-come- 
dy’ (their words) took the 
Gospel out to Generation X 
in pubs and bars in Thame 
in a non-threatening way. 

‘We need to move on and do 
something more community 
based,’ said HU founder, 
Simon Smith. Loads of 
thanks from all Holy Chums! 


New appointments 

Revd Christopher Ardagh- Walter has 

permission to officiate in the Oxford 
Diocese; Revd Father Christopher 
Barley, Distiltt church of SS Mary & 
George, High Wicombe to be Vicar, 
Swinton St Margaret, Sheffield Diocese; 
Revd Ian Blyth Priest in the Diocese of 
Natal, South Africa, 'house for duty', West 
Woodhay w. Enbome, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and Combe; Revd 
Valerie Bonham, Assistant Curate, Holy 
Trinity, Cookham to be Priest-in-charge 
Coleford w Holcombe, Bath & Wells 
Diocese; Revd Tony Cannon, Priest-in- 
charge, Kiogham w Churchill, Damlesford 
& Sarsden, to be Team Vicar, Benefice of 
Chipping Norton, with responsibility for 
Kingham w Churchill, Daylesford & 
Sarsden; Revd Simon Cronk, Incumbent, 
St Stephen's Cinderford & St Ethelbert's, 
Littledean, Diocese of Gloucester, to be 
Vicar of St Michael & All Angels, 
Hughenden; Revd Sally Welch, Assistant 
Curate, St Nicholas & St Michael, 
Abingdon Team ministry, to be Priest -in 
charge Kintbury w Avington; Revd 
Michael Forrer, has permission to offici- 
ate with the title of Associate Vicar 
Sonning & Charvil; Revd Kay Johnston, 
Ordained Local Minister St Paul' Banbury, 
to be Priest-in-charge of St Nicholas, 
Flimby & Assistant Priest-in-charge of All 
Souls, Netherton, Diocese of Carlisle; Revd 
Bruce Lyons, NSM Deanery of Newbury, 
has resigned; Revd Malcolm 
MacNaughton, Vicar, St John the Baptist, 
Hoxton, Diocese of London, to be Rector, 
HamWedon Vailey Group Ministry; Revd 
Malcolm Johnston, Minister in Secular 

Henley priest is off to be a 
Bishop in Papua New Guinea 
PETER FOX, Priest in charge 
of Harpsden cum Bolney in 
Henley, is to be Diocesan 
Bishop of Port Moresby in 
the Anglican Church of 
Papua New Guinea. 


Employment, St Paul's Banbury to be 
Priest-in-charge All Souls, Netherton & 
Assistant Priest-in-charge St Nicholas, 
Flimby, Diocese of Carlisle; Revd David 
Lambert, Rector, Chenies, Lt Chalfbnt, 
Latimer & Flauden to be Chaplain to 
Izmir, Diocese of Europe; Revd Judith 
Pilgrim who had permission to officiate, 
has left the Diocese and surrendered her 
PT0; Revd Margaret Saunders, 
Associate Rector, Newport Pagnell w 
Lathbury and Moulsoe to be Team Vicar, St 
John's Manthorpe and Chaplain of 
Grantham District General Hospital, 
Lincoln Diocese; Mr David Scurr (Church 
Army) is the Parish Evangelist in 
Thatcham; Revd Dr Jane Shaw, Chaplain 
of Regent's Park College, Oxford to be 
Chaplain of New College; Oxford; Revd 
Martin Warren, Team Vicar in Hermitage 
Team Ministry to be Priest-in-charge of 
Tonidge Team Ministry, Exeter Diocese; 
Revd Stephen Weston, Vicar, Chipping 
Norton w. Over Norton, to be Team Rector 
Benefice of Chipping Norton; Revd Hugh 
Williams, NSM Little Compton w. 
Chastleton, Cornwell, Little Rollright & 
Salford to be Benefice of Chipping Norton, 
Team Minister with special responsibility 
for Little Compton w Chastleton, Cornel, 
Little Rollright & Salford. 


WINDOW CLEANING 
a business considered ? 

A small Reading based residential window 
cleaning company, with a good reputation, is 
looking for people who would be interested in 
‘joining up’ with us, on a licensed business 
basis, in the Reading town & country area. 
We are offering:- 

• A ‘Ready-To-Go’ Proven Business 
Opportunity 

• A solid customer base of 250, plus 
training, equipment & liveried vehicle 

• On going Call handling, cash collection & 
marketing support 

• Proven operating procedures and systems, 
through to dealing with tax & holiday cover 

• Good Financial Rewards 

• Choose your own work time schedule, 
(keep those Sundays free) 

• A healthy, absorbing, interesting, people 
centred, business lifestyle 

• Low ’start-up' options, with opportunity to 
develop into a fully franchised business 

Phone 0118 954 7238 For Appointment 

STANDARD & BAPTIST 

Living Waters, 24 Elm Rd, READING RG6 5TS 


Can you 
hear me? 


Perhaps you need a good 
public address system. 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box I , Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 


FREE!!! 

.TO HAY TRIAL 

Nutritional Supplements CREAKING JOBVTS? 
Banish aches and pains 

LOOSE WEIGHT? Lose while you snooae! 
EXTERNAL YOUTH? Turn the prune back into a plum 
All you pay is the P& P 

Tel: 0845 2003821 

www. selfhealsystems . com 

DANIEL 

CLEVEDON 

Organ Builders 

★★★ 

Tuning and Servicing in all parts of the 
Diocese 

Prompt attention to all enquires 
Continuo organ for hire 
- Details on request 

Percy Daniel & Co. Ltd. 

CLEVEDON, North Somerset 
BS21 7XX 

Tel: 01275 873273 
Fax: 01275 342747 


Organist / Music Director 

for St Martin’s Church 
Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
- Catholic Tradition - 

Duties: Sundays 9.30am Parish Mass 
Evensong A Benediction 1st & 3rd Sunday 
Holy Week A Feast Days 
Directing Parish Music Group 
Generous Monthly Honorariam 
Contact: Father Vidor Bullock, St Marlin s Vicarage, 

2 Manor Road, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 2HW 

Tel: 01908 372825 



lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


(01725) 518428 or 
(07889) 247960 







THE DOOR : DECEMBER 2001 


5 


Interview. . . 


God in the 

Hedley 


TRAGEDY MAKES US BITTER OR BETTER says the presenter of BBC 

Radio Oxford's Sunday Breakfast Programme whose own life 
has not been without its share of tragedy. Hedley’s love of 
people whether he’s chatting to them over the airwaves, or in 
the football stand or sitting quietly listening at the bedside of 
a patient awaiting a serious operation, has convinced him of 

God’S limitless love Interview Christine Zwart. Photograph Frank Blackwell 


THERE were two things I 
wanted to be when I was a 
teenager, a professional foot- 
baller and a Baptist minister: I 
became a Baptist minister but I 
have been fortunate in that I 
have also been able to follow 
football closely and report for it 
on BBC Radio Oxford. 1 can be 
with people at a football match 
on a Saturday and with other 
people in church on Sunday or 
in the hospital on Monday. 

I was bom into a good ordi- 
nary Christian family in 
Oxford. My father worked at 
Morris Motors and there were 
a wider family of aunts, uncles 
and grandparents. 1 was only 
13 when my mother died 
which was a tragedy and it 
meant that the family in many 
ways split up but I think I have 
been able to use that and simi- 
lar losses in my ministry. 

A believer’s baptism is always 
significant and my baptism at 
the age of 16 was very moving 
for me. We had a strong youth 
group at John Bunyan Baptist 
Church in Cowley and I still 
have that friendship with many 
of those of my age group from 
that time which has been a 
tremendous blessing. 

The Minister at the time when 
I lost my mother Sydney 
Crowe, is well known to many 
in Oxford. He was very much a 
father figure to me. He encour- 
aged me in my in life at a diffi- 
cult time and he also encour- 
aged me to train for the Baptist 
Ministry. When my wife Joan 
died in 1991, even though I felt 
a tremendous sense of loss, I 
was once again strengthened by 
the love and prayers and friend- 
ship of family and friends and 
from the Church. When we 
lose a loved one that situation 


can either make us bitter or it 
can make us better 
Ministering to people through 
chaplaincy work and radio 
have really been my life. We 
have a wonderful, strong, ecu- 
menical team of chaplains 


based at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital. Our ministry is main- 
ly to be along side each patient 
as well as members of staff and 
friends, relatives, in fact every- 
one who steps foot in the hos- 
pitals in Oxford. It is simply to 
be there to listening which is so 
important these days. 

Apart from my own experi- 
ences I have always been inter- 
ested in the problem of suffer- 
ing. When I had a sabbatical 


life of 

Feast 

leave I studied suffering, and 
books like The Letter of 
Consolation by Henri Nouwen 
have meant a great deal to me 
especially since losing Joan. I 
firmly believe that it’s never 
God’s will that any one should 


suffer because God is a God of 
love. Suffering is just part of 
the human situation. 

In my short time as a hospital 
chaplain I have seen some 
dreadfully sad situations. Only 
recendy a young girl from the 
University died and a few 
weeks ago a young soldier from 
Abingdon. Words cannot ade- 
quately describe those situa- 
tions but the work of the hospi- 
tal chaplain is to be alongside 


the partners, the family, the 
parents, the friends. I firmly 
believe that God is very present 
with the dying person and with 
the friends and the family at 
that time. Miracles are con- 
standy taking place. Healing is 
not necessarily recovering from 
an illness. It may be healing in 
relationships or drawing closer 


to God. 

My hospital and radio work 
complement each other. When 
Radio Oxford began nearly 30 
years ago I thought this is a 
wonderful way we can commu- 
nicate with one another not 
just about religious matters but 
about football scores or travel 
news or local politics. I was 
invited to join the Local Radio 
Advisory Group. The station 
manager noted my interest in 


sport and I was a member of 
the sports team long before I 
joined the religious pro- 
grammes team. 

Radio has been a great bless- 
ing to me. The station is like a 
family, and Jerome Sale, the 
sports editor; and I not only 
share our love of football but 
have a close friendship and Pm 
the godfather to his young son. 
The excitement I have now in 
presenting a radio programme 
is the same a it was 20 odd 
years ago. On Sunday 
Breakfast I rejoice when a 
young person is going off to 
Brazil or when a church is 
engaging with the community 
because it’s contributing to the 
Kingdom of God. I always try 
to imagine that I’m talking to 
one person sitting there and I 
am just sharing good news with 
them because the the Christian 
gospel is good news. 

For some people Sunday 
Breakfast is their service of 
worship, especially at 
Christmas and if they are not 
able to get out. On Christmas 
Day I present a programme 
from six to eight in the morning 
with the Bishop of Oxford and 
the Bishop of Reading giving 
their Christmas messages. I love 
starting Christmas Day chat- 
ting with so many people. It’s as 
if we are all opening our pre- 
sents together. 

If I don’t believe in a God of 
love then I have just been wast- 
ing my time. But looking at 
some of the wonderful people 
who are around us today or 
who have believed in the past 
and are now with God or look- 
ing at the way God works 
. through so many individuals, I 
cannot fail to believe that God 
is present. Leslie Weatherhead 
made a big impression on me 
especially a phrase in his book 
The Transforming Friendship 


that we are ‘the arms of God 
for one another’. One of the 
great wonders of this life is the 
way we see God constantly 
reaching out through people. 

We live in times of great uncer- 
tainty and this troubles people 
possibly more than they are 
prepared to admit. Year after 
year we come back to the 
Incarnation and the story of 
God’s coming to earth in such a 
humble way that speaks to 
everyone especially at this time 
when innocent people are suf- 
fering so much. It is the story of 
our faith — Christ’s birth and 
crucifixion and resurrection 
and that for me, in ways that I 
can never quite understand, 
speaks of God’s limitless love 
for the world. As Mother 
Theresa said: To God every- 
thing is simple. God’s love is 
greater than all the conflicts 
which will pass.’ 

Hedley Feastis a Baptist Minister. 
He trained at the Northern Baptist 
College, Manchester University. 
After pastorates at Kings Sutton 
Baptist Church and at Holmer 
Green, he returned to Oxford after 
the death of his wife. For a short 
spell he was City Centre Chaplain 
and Minister at the Botley Baptist 
Church. He is now the Free Church 
Chaplain to the Oxford Radcliffe 
Hospitals NHS Trust and for eight 
years has been Religious Affairs 
Producer for BBC Radio Oxford and 
BBC Radio Berkshire. A football 
and cricket fanatic, he has been a 
sports reporter for Radio Oxford for 
nearly 30 years.. 

Sunday Breakfast carol services 
St Helen's Church, Abingdon, 10 
December at 7.30pm. Preacher the 
Bishop of Dorchester. 

Minster Church of St Mary ; Reading 
on 13 December at 7.30pm 
Preacher: the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire. 

All are welcome to the services which 
will be broadcast on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. 



h r unwanted 
• endowment 

(or whole life) policy? 

'endowment V~ 
surrender plus 


who *41 independently find you the top each pek* for 
your unwanted with profits endowment policy For suitable 
policies this can be much mom than surrender value. 



Azotus Consulting 

Visual Liturgy user guides: - clear, 
concise and, easy-to-follow. 

Visual Liturgy training courses 
available. 

Task based home 
study guides for 
Microsoft Products. 

Call 01279 321512 

email to: sales@azotus.co.uk 



Welcome to the world of exquisitely 
designed and mode to measure 
wedding gowns, bridesmaids 
dresses and wedding outfits Joe 
mothers of the happy couple. 
Brides: this is your chance to design 
your own wedding dress, with expert 
help and advice from Jacquie nothing 
could be easier: you will be able to 
choose from the style of dress that 
best suits you and in a material that 
will make you feel and look 
fabulous im your wedding day : 

_ 


61 Nethercote Road, Tacklcy, Kidlington. 
Oxford 0X5 3AT 
Tel: 01869 331502 




Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact Da*d or GA.PO Boot 20 (OT). Brauxon. Ovvon. EXI3 2YX (01271) 81709] 
www j fogfo an dchrt stian .cauk 


LONDON 

ALLAN DALE HOTEL 

3 Devonshire Terrace, near Hyde Park, 
London W2 30N - Warm welcome, 
family run, full English breakfast 
near Oxford Street/West End. 

£5 discount if you mention advert. 
Please send SA£ for brochure. 
infodallandalehotel.com 

Tel/Fax: 020 7723 8311 


EARN 

EXTRA CASH 

Working at home mailing 
envelopes or typing. 

For FREE information pack, 
please send SAE to: 

IS ENTERPRISES 
39 Queens Road, 
London Nil 2QP or phone: 
020 8881 7459 (24 ho in) 


WORK FROM 
HOME 

£500-£ 1,000 pA 
£2,000 £6,000 f/t 

Home based business 


For free information 
www.hbitl.net/5180 



Watches Wanted 


Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e, chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 


To AMe 

please ring 

David Holden 

on: 

1152/ SI8DZI 

01527 588033 

fa 

01527 588001 


WANTED ~? 

a 


Classical Records 

Top prices paid for LPs 
(NOT 78’s) dating from 1954-1970, including 
symphonies, instrumental, opera vocal. 
Jonathan Kustow: 

Telephone: 020 8450 9698 
Mobile: [079801 711110 

or write to: 

26 Needham Terrace, London NW2 6QL 



EXPERIENCING GOD 

This powerful discipleship study on knowing 
and doing the will of God will transform you into 
a Great Commission Christian. 

Through this study by Henry Blakaby & Claude 
King you will - 

• Leam to hear God speaking to you 

• Find out where God is working and join Him 

• Experience God doing what only God can do 

through you. 

Available individually or for group study, 
editions for 

ADULT, YOUTH & PRETEEN - discounts for 
church study 

For further information/advice & prices contact: 
HORIZON DISTRIBUTORS, 

13 Victory Grove, Audenshaw, 
Manchester M34 5XA. 

Tel: 0161 371 5601/0161 301 1162 
Email: HORIZONSDIST@aol.com 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


THEASHMOLEAN 
MUSEUM SHOP 

in Street. Oifard 

wlU be open daily ihraighou December 
I [lam- 5 pm ( 2 pm- ^pm Sunday^ 
for the sale uf chmlmas cuds and A 
whole range of atendaiy gift wrap, 
books and geftware Late Right opening 
Thiutdiy 6 Dttflnber 

(01865) 2S81R5/2S8070 



www.goumiet20O0.eo.uk 
Tel: 01923 776100 

Fax: 01923 778487 

16 U Uxbridge Hoad. RickiwinqrHi. 
Hen 5 WD3 7DW 

‘The crMaal, ampnfautoc 
ijitumtt food site OvQtty, (jcumt 
foods, condbmnls , jjrgta & hempen 


GUERHUYS fl«l It IHICDTEUB 

Oanirina hand Ihuhad Guwtdwji in Erp^sh 
iW5le3 WWl V fflUPfl, pto <hnra 

MUOO krthrt#. 

1% not not Of tatty shop on he wes 
coef A «e the ganneife bong made - ? 

Till 014*1 2B4S4I 


fab *14*1 2842*4 



Reach people with the Real Meaning of Christmas! 





Ask for a 
@ tracts Ltd 
let: 01483 


At (^tracts we want to help you with our affordable 
colour high quality Gospel literature 


also specialises in other 
shed evangelism tools 

Bespoke Tracts 

# Newsletters 

* Professional 
Services 

a free information pack now fro 
PO BOX 794, WOKING, GU22 
725814 Email: info@attraets.co.uk 

www.attracts.co.uk 


We would be delighted 
discuss and help 
in any way we can 
with your ideas, 
vhy not call us,., 
we want to help youl 




Gospel Tracts from Bible Distributors 


“ We conclude that a mao Is Justified By faith " Romans 3.28 


ftfflf Gold, 32pp booklet 10 for £1 .00 (+p&p), 500 for £35.00 

Also translated inot Afrikaans. Albanian, Arabic, Chinese, Croat, Czech, Danish. Dutch, Finnish, 
English, French, German. Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Nepali, Norwegian. 
Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Telegu, Turkish, etc, etc. 

This little compendium of Gospel Measures 3" by 2 1/4’, 

I! is beautifully presented and comes complete with a plastic envelope. 
It will be a usual addition to the Tract Distributor s armoury/ 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTORS (Mail Order Dept CH/01) 

Fountain House, la Conduit Road, Woolwich, London, SE18 7AJ UK 
Tel, 020 8316 5389. Fax. 020 8854 5963 
E-mail; chaoter2uk@aoicom www.chaptertwo.orQ, uk 
Free sample peek of gospel tracks available on request 
An increasing range of Foreign language Bibles and Scriptures always available 



They who do so 
much to support the 
Church where it 
really matters - at its 
local parish level - 
do themselves. 
Deserve all the support 
that we can give. 

It is in this context that I 
very much welcome the 
publication of The 
Churchwarden's 
Yearbook. Its table of 
contents demonstrates 
just how positively and 
practically helpful and 


informative it is, and with 
a wealth of resource 
material for 
Churchwardens. 

The Archbishop of York, 
The Most Revn and Rt 
Hon Dr David Hope. 

New edition for 2002 now 
available. 

It provides: Diary for 
2002(Advent 2001 - 
Easter 2003) one week to 
view, includes lectionary 
readings (Common 
Worship) for Sundays 
and Principle feasts, litur- 
gical colours for every 



Christmas 
Gifts for 


Fly, coarse 8 sea 
fishing themes 
For FREE gift 
catalogue 

Tel: 01874 636591 

Just Fish Gifts, 
Gian Wysc, 

Sen ny bridge, 
Brecon LD3 8PS 
Email: 

into @]ustftsh. co.uk 


|§fe THE 'M; 
^PROFILES RANGE^ 

HANGING aAAKTT brackfts 

JttAS 5HDPPW3 MADE EASYt 



!us £250 p&p 
gese. mm. mm. elephant 

CQUEWXSE 


01025 764247 

TH£ n*0fll£5 RANGE [DEFT COE) 
OEIi, lANE, UCWTELD, 
E5X,TX22K3t 


CHEESE with a 
Pedigree 
THE ONLY 
Pure Hand Made 
Cheeses In The World 
Cheese by Post Direct 
Irom our village dairy on 
Guernsey, 

For brochure pfease 
telephone or fax 

01481 242911 

or visit 

www. pftmsayeheese . cg m 


jflgleBounfefl 


for wtfvsi yd designs in fmd-c&ftad 
Hurswy Caftecttons, from bedding to 
accessories; every eof tectum mkjue 
also Birth 4 Chrstemg 
GrttlM service 

For our IfM brodiure, please telephone 

01305 835622 


Garden Ornaments 
that make you smile! 

Brochure from 

$m»£ GOVS LTD 

(R=fL> 

PO Boi 7283. Penh. PH2 7YR 

Tel/Fax: 0845 458 2128 



day, holy days, festivals, 
saints days, flag days, 
bank holidays, year plan- 
ners for 2002 & 2003 and 
a 4 year calender 
Editorial Reference: 32 
pages of information for 
churchwardens: useful 
addresses; bishops, 
archdeacons and dioce- 
san secretaries of dioce- 
ses of the Church of 
England and the Church 
in Wales: essential read- 
ing: articles on the The 
Churchwardens Measure, 
new faculty legislation, 
archdeacons visitations 
etc. 

Size AS, 160 pages 


Hardback, Price £7.50 
plus 95p post and pack-" 
ing. 

Available exclusively 
from; Berkswell 
Publishing Co Ltd, PO 


Box 420, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA 12 9XB 
Phone 01985 840189. 
fax 01 985 840243. Email: 
Churcbwardens@btinter- 
net.com 



American Folk and country crafts, 
gifts and wide Christmas range. 
Pictures, cards and calendars* 
SHOP ONLINE AT 


www.NewEngland-Skipton.co.uk 


32/34 Water Street, Skipton, North Yorks 

Tel: 01756 701052 


• Free warranty 

• We shop to your 
requirements 

• No obligation purchase 

• Free nationwide delivery 



ICHTHUS CAR SALES 

FRIENDS WHO ARE EXPERTS 


Please ask for Leo Came on 
020 8231 0023 at 

Ichthus Motor Services, London or visit: 
www.ichthuscarsales.com 




Hafod Grange Paperweights 




These three men also carry gifts - the gift of 
making the Christ who came at 
Christmas 

known to their own people. 

You can make this very special offer more widely 
available this Christmas, through your giving. 

South American Mission Society 
Alto Gardiner Cottage 
Pembury Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 SOU 
Tel:01892 538647 
Registered Charity 221328 



Sugarcraft from your wedding. Christening, 
Anniversary cake - 

we can encapsulate them in a paperweight. 


A delightful memento/keepsake of that special occasion. 

A perfect present for 1st Wedding Anniversary. 

For more details* please contact us on 01639 885349 and 
visit our website: 

www.hafodgrange.co.uk 


BURFORD PRIORY 

Limited number of 

CHRISTMAS TREES 

for sale, height 5ft to 12ft 

Price £20 - £45 

Buyer to carry away 
Please ring to come & collect 

01993 823605 


www.featkersdirect.GDin 


Sensuous 
Pashmina 
for day 
or night 

- Stand out from the ordinary * 

Telephone 01865 310386 

for brochure or order direct from our web site 
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Features 


What our readers think about us 


Tim Russian 

Business Manager 
of The DOOR, 
dips into the 
results of our 
readership survey 

One in 
four of 
■ you 
thought 
The DOOR 
should be 
bolder 


THE initial results of the 
DOOR’s Readership Survey, 
published in the September 
edition, have been compiled 
by MRSL. This is a summary 
of your responses. At this 
stage we are not drawing 
conclusions though some 
may be fairly obvious. The 
professional advice we 
receive from MRSL will be 
important in any decisions 
we may make in the future. 

IWo per cent response 

We had 767 completed 
returns - about 2% of the 
total circulation. MRSL are 
pleased with this level of 
response which may appear to 
be rather low, but their profes- 
sional comment is that we did 
quite well to get such a 
response. We thank all those 
who took the trouble to com- 
plete the Survey. Space limits 
tabulating the results in detail, 
but we try to indicate the gen- 
eral thrust of responses in the 
summary below. Small per- 
centages of minority opinions 
are not shown but will not be 
ignored; in some areas there 
may be important messages 
for us. The percentage totals 
do not add up to 100% in 
most cases as this would be 
too lengthy to include. 

General comment: half of 
those responding were senior 
citizens; only 2.5% were less 
than 35! About half lived in 
towns, 30% in large villages, 
and only 20% in small com- 


munities. 15% were clergy or 
lay ministers, 26% church 
wardens and PCC members. 
Reading the DOOR: Over 
80% had seen eight issues or 
more in the past year; with 
the same percentage having 
read the last issue, 56% were 
the only reader of their copy. 
Distribution: About 50% 
took their copy from the 
church. Only 15% had it deliv- 
ered. The rest were given a 
copy at church but a few saw it 
in public areas (libraries etc). 
Contents and Standards: 

The ‘most read’ parts of The 
DOOR varied from 94% to 
50%. ‘News’ and ‘People and 
Places’ were top of the poll 
with most of the other items 
being read by 65% or more. 
Although the Prayer Diary was 
useful to half the readers, it has 
vasdy increased audience by 
being published in The DOOR 
and saves money by avoiding 
expensive separate circulation. 
Advertising: Almost everyone 
felt that advertising did not 
seriously detract from the 
paper; about 25% had 
responded to an advertisement 
at some point. 

40% thought it was better 
than other similar publica- 
tions, whilst 50% felt it was 
about the same. 5% weren’t 
so happy and 5% didn’t say 
what they thought! 65% 
thought it was interesting 
and informative and enjoyed 
it; 32% said it was of limited 
interest though they read it 


regularly, 3% didn’t agree. 
The mix of articles: News etc 
was felt to be about right by 
over 80%, but 50% felt we 
should have more about the 
parishes. 25% felt we should 
be bolder, 70% that we had 
the balance right, and the rest 
didn’t say or thought we 
should be less controversial. 
The DOOR’s objectives: 
(inform, evangelise, educate): 
33% thought we did it very 
well; 57% thought it done 
‘fairly well’, whilst 9% that 
we didn’t do it at all well. 
Computer aspects: 40% 
(300) of the respondents used 
the Internet. Of those 42% 
had visited the Diocesan 
Website; nearly 70% of those 
who had used the Website felt 
it complemented The DOOR 
rather than that the Website 
could replace it (3%). 

Finance and cost: 75% said 
they would be prepared to 
pay for the DOOR; but 45% 
said we should retain the cur- 
rent policy of a free paper and 
40% said we should pay for it 
5% said we should cease pub- 
lication. Clearly being ‘pre- 
pared to pay’ doesn’t equate 
with ‘whether we should pay’, 
this will, no doubt, give us 
plenty of opportunity to claim 
WE are right! 

When we have had an 
opportunity to draw some 
proper and professional con- 
clusions we will be publish- 
ing a follow-up article. 


Could you survive 
on £40 a week? 

As you sit down to your Christmas dinner spare a 
thought for those who live on the minimum wage 
whose disposable income is probably £40 or less. 

Then start planning for an unusual Lent activity . . . 

IT MAY seem too early to be thinking of Lent. However 
Church Action on Poverty (CAP) is inviting you to take part 
in a Lenten activity that requires preparation and planning. 

The challenge is to live off the equivalent of the Minimum 
Wage during the period of Lent. As soon as this is suggest- 
ed, many people think of their mortgage, and write off the 
idea as impossible. But no! CAP have worked out a formu- 
la to protect all of your fixed costs. The minimum wage 
equivalent will mean a lower level of disposable income for 
food, clothes and leisure travel. 

CAP are campaigning for a ‘Living Wage’, ‘a wage that 
provides life in all of its fullness.’ Although, the government 
has implemented a Minimum Wage, it has been set at such 
a low level, £3.70 per hour for people aged 18 to 21 and 
£4.10 for those over the age of 21, that life is constantly an 
uphill battle. 

The cost to your way of life will be a little bit more than 
if you just give up chocolate for Lent. However, the gain 
will be that you will begin to understand how wearing it is 
for those people who struggle day in day out to make ends 
meet. 

The Lenten period of six weeks is a long enough period 
for the impact of a low income to be demonstrated. Poverty 
is bad for your healdi ( See the September DOOR). 
Research also shows that relationships are affected and that 
people on lower incomes regularly miss out on family activ- 
ities such as weddings, funerals owing to the extra cost 
involved. 

CAP’s resources for Unemployment Sunday (10 February) 
include the Lent Action pack, an Unemployment Sunday 
pack and a schools/youth group resources pack. 

To order please the packs contact Oliver Fernandes, Church 
Action on Poverty, Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester 
Ml 1JT. 0161 236 9321 oliverf@church-poverty.org.uk 
Homelessness Sunday on 27 January is being organised by 
the Catholic Housing Aid Society. Contact them on 0207 723 
7273 for a resource pack or via their website, www.chasn 
tional.org.uk/homsun.htm 



DESTINY a story for Christmas by Peter Mottley 


‘THANK YOU for the 

gifts,* she said, cradling her 
new-born baby close 
against her. He was sleep- 
ing now. 

‘You are welcome,’ said the 
eldest of the three men seated 
round hen ‘But there is 
more.’ 

‘More?’ said the husband. 
‘But you’ve already - ‘ 
‘More,’ he repeated. ‘As 
you know, we are 
astrologers. Between us, we 
have studied the signs, and 
consulted our books. Now, 
after many discussions, we 
are agreed.’ 

He deferred to his col- 


leagues. The youngest of 
them unrolled a strip of 
papyrus. ‘Your son will 
bear a heavy burden,’ he 
announced. 

Dismayed, the mother 
clutched her son even clos- 
er. ‘What burden?’ 

He spread his hands. ‘The 
stars betray the theme, but 
they do not tell the story.’ 
The second of the wise 
men consulted his own 
scroll. ‘He will fulfil his 
destiny in the Holy City?’ 
‘In Jerusalem?’ The hus- 
band wanted to make sure. 
‘Even so.* ‘What will that 
destiny be?’ 


The eldest spoke for him. 
‘We do not know.’ His own 
scroll remained rolled up. 

He knew by heart what it 
said. ‘All we know is that 
his name will echo down 
through time, yea, even unto 
the end of eternity.’ 

The three rose to leave. 

The mother stared at them 
blankly, overawed by what 
she’d heard. ‘I . . I don’t 
understand. . . ’ 

The astrologer reached out 
his hand and touched it gen- 
tly to the sleeping baby’s 
head. ‘His name will echo 
down through time,’ he 
repeated, ‘yea, even unto the 


end of eternity.’ 

The astrologers put their 
hands together, bowed and 
left. At the door; the 
youngest turned. 

‘Forgive us,’ he said. ‘A 
name of such power, yet we 
did not ask what it is.’ 

The father smiled proudly. 
‘We have named him 
Judas,’ he said. 

Peter Mottley was a professional 
actor before becoming a scriptwriter. 
His plays include Before Nell and A 
Matter of Etiquette. He lives in 
Pangboume and worships at St 
Mary's, Whitchurch-on-Thames. 

The illustration is by Emma 
Seebaran, an artist living in 
Headington, Oxford. 


Season’s End 

The vine wind around the fragile flox. 
A jungle snake, 

Climbing towards the blue sky, 
Choking their healthy life 
to save its own. 

But autumn approaches, 

And all will die back. 

Weed and flower alike. 

Protestant and Catholic, 

Arab and Jew, 

Black and White, 

Rich and Poor, 

Weeds and Flowers. 

Dying back knows no politics, 

No geography, 

No colour, 

No faith, 

No difference. 

Dying back is what it is. 

But even now, 

Below the surface 
Roots push forth shoots 
Seeds of hope persist. 

Dying back brings a new season. 
From Meditations for a time of Crisis pro- 
duced by Forward Movement Publications, 
USA after 11 September. For details see 
www.forwardmovement.org 


7K.7J. Sttcamcuwt 

Jesus is still using boats! 

Prayer, intercession, praise, worship and more as we 
seek the Lord and the coming revival. 

Wc are praying for funds for a larger and more suitable vessel 
as well as running costs. 

Gifts are preferred anonymously through any branch of 
Lloyds TSB quoting: 

Encouragcr Ministries, A/C No. 1307929, Sort Code 
30.96.4 1 , or can be sent to 
97 Brunei Road, Paignton TQ4 6HY 

Tel/Fax: 01803 845500 



LONGCARNE SOAPS 


14 Natural soaps made from olive oil, coconut oil 
and beeswax. Free of lanolin and animal fats. 
Meets UK & EU Cosmetic Safety Regulations 
For product range visit: 

www.longcame, Camelford, Cornwall PL32 9QE 
Tel 01840 213628 Fax 01840 213348 
E-mail: holbeck@compuserve.com 


Taurus Art CaUery 



FiNd tIiat spcci aI soMEThiiuq 


Contemporary original artworks by 
established and upcoming artists 
Paintings • Sculpture • Ceramics • Glass 
• Bespoke framing 
Art suppliers to corporate clients 
Print search and ordering service 


Open: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm. Sat 10am-5 pm. Sun 2-5pm 

16 North Parade Avenue, (off Banbury Road), Oxford 0X2 6LX 
Tel/Fax: 01865 514 870 

Proprietors: Joanna France M.A. Phoebe Tulip B.A. (Hons). 


CHIROPODY 

TRAINING COURSE 

Fancy A Lucrative career Change 
The Profession that pays • 
Redundancy Proof 

OPEN DAY SUNDAY 2nd DEC 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A 
FREE PROSPECTUS, CALL 

0121 559 0100 

West Midland School of Chiropody 

Blackheath, West Midlands B65 0HP 

Website: 

www.thechiropodyschool.org.uk 

Email: 

admin@thechiropodyschool.org.uk 


PANORAMA OF PROPHECY 

THE ULTIMATE BIBLE STUDY RESOURCE. 
The Panorama Of Prophecy is a brand new resource tod, 
which has been produced by Amazing Facts. 

This unique easy to use program is illustrated with hundreds 
of vivid Bible pictures and ideal for the whole family. Using 
the revolutionary new Storicles of Prophecy lessons, this 
exciting study will help you clearty understand the primary 
prophecies in the books of Daniel and Revelation 
DISCOVER THE AMAZING TRUTH REGARDING: 



The Beast 
The Rapture 
The Millennium 
The Origin of Evil 
The Mark and 666 
Revelation’s Angels 
The Future of Israel and 
much more . 

THIS CD CONTAINS 
Free Quick verse Bible 
Software 

Free Resource Library 
Mathew Henry Bible 
Commentary 
Free Prophecy Course 
24 Hours of audio 


Minimum System Requirements: PC with Pentium 1 and 
Windows 95. 


ONLY £2 INC OF PP. 

Please send payment to Advent Truth. 
PO Box 41, Derby D1 9ZR. 

Tel 0870 7403721. 


WWW.ADVENT-TRUTHCO.UK 

lnfo@advent-truth.co.uk 
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Comment 


The peace of the Lord 


THE present state 
of the world, with 
war not only in 
those places we 
read about every 
day but in many 
other places also 
which we don^t 
read about, seems 
to mock Isaiah 2: 4 They shall 
beat their swords into mat- 
tocks and their spears into 
pruning-knives; nation shall 
not lift sword against nation 
nor ever again be trained for 
war 1 . Yet the vision held out in 
that verse is still the purpose of 
God for humanity. Our 
endemic conflict is unnatural, 
not natural: for our true 
humanity, as revealed and 
redeemed in Christ, is for 
peace with one another. 

Peace, however, is a danger- 
ous word. There are as many 
challenges to false peace in the 
Bible as there are hopes of a 
true peace, A prayer used by 
the Corrymeela Community 
in Ireland, which is dedicated 
to reconciliation, is, I find, 
salutary 

Show its, good Lord, 
the peace we should seek , , 
the peace we must give, 
the peace we can keep , 
the peace we must forego, 
and the peace you have given 
in Jesus Christ our Lord , 


A peace which is 
based on injus- 
tice or oppres- 
sion is no true 
peace. That false 
peace must be 
challenged. This 
is a kind of peace 
we must forego. 
But there is also a peace which 
Christ has given us: 'Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you’ (John 14: 27), 
This a peace we can keep. 
There is also a peace we can 
give to others, for Christians 
are called to be peacemakers, 
seeking reconciliation wherev- 
er possible, Jesus said ‘Blessed 
are the peacemakers, 5 It is this 
peace which can help to build 
a peace between communities 
and nations. 

There is another prayer that 
I am fond of which has a peti- 
tion that God might ‘Set the 
peace of heaven within the 
hearts of men, that it might 
bind the nations also in a 
covenant which cannot be 
broken 5 . That peace of heav- 
en in our hearts cannot of 
itself guarantee a peace 
between nations. But without 
that peace in our hearts, there 
can certainly be no end of the 
conflict which at present 
despoils so much of the earth. 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 


Prayer fa a troubled time 

from Penny Keens, Oxford Diocesan Lay Chairman 

At this troubled time how can we show that we welcome 
the Christ-child into the world? What can we do which might 
help other people to hear tine angel voices singing praise to 
God rather than the sounds of, and reverberations from, 
bombs? 

Lord help me to remember that I am called to be a light in 
the world. Let my life bear witness to the fruits of the Spirit in 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness* goodness, faithfulness* 
gentleness and self-control this Christmas* and in the year 
ahead. 


sharing life 


Ail behind The DOOR wish each one 
of you a Christmas and New Year 
filled with blessings and peace 


The Word became flesh 

Bishop Kenneth Cragg, writer, poet and Islam specialist, writes about 'faith at language school'. Just as the word 
of God moved on from birth through deed and parable to a man on a cross embracing the world and bearing away its 
sin. so we too need to live out the words of our faith in our lives and give them meaning. 


MUSLIMS must pray in Arabic 
and one of them has called this 
‘Arab linguistics imperialism, 5 
though non-Arab Muslims 
have long prayed, and poeti- 
cally, in their Persian, Urdu, 
Turkish, Swahili or Hausa 
tongues. But is there anywhere 
‘a sacred language 5 Jews believe 
that Hebrew is it. In his odd 
way, James Joyce had one of his 
characters say, ‘Diet! is God’s 
Name and when anyone prays 
and says: “Dieu”, God knows it 
is a Frenchman praying. 5 

But ‘Dieu 5 is not God’s Name: 
it is just a noun. Islam would 
have us say: ‘Allah is God’s 
Name, 5 but Allah is a word 
too. What does any word for 
‘God 5 mean to say? Perhaps we 
should cry, as C. S. Lewis once 
wrote: ‘G Thou fair silence fall 
and set me free 5 from all my 
words. 

Yet without words there is no 
commending even silence. We 
cannot do without language so 
the yearning for a sacred one 
remains. English is rapidly 
becoming the global language, 
well-nigh universal for science, 
flying aircraft, trading. There is 
a whole industry growing in 
India to teach this indispens- 
able language - at much cost to 
its purity. They claim there are, 
and must in fact be, many 
Englishes and that English 
English has no right to be 
imperialist about itself. It must 
accept like any river to be a 
constant flux - which is anoth- 
er trouble about words. So can 
there be anywhere a reliable, 
sure, sacred wording for faith? 

What, though, has all this to 
do with the Christmas issue of 
The DOOR if just opening up 
a riddle? Carols are words too 
and often got it wrong, ‘No 
crying He makes’ would make 
an unreal babe and Bethlehem 
thronged with tanks is no ‘still 
we see thee lie, little town 5 . Nor 
was it ‘dreamless 5 in Herod's 
day with infants due to be mas- 
sacred. Could there be some 
language behind a birth, even 
without thinking - for the 
moment - whose birth it was? 
Indeed Yes I For the mysterious 
trust of parenthood and preg- 
nancy has always been some- 


thing wonderful telling us that 
‘God does not weary of 
mankind, 5 We can all read the 
imagery of a mother with her 
child, a sacred language in 
every fibre of them. 

This was the idea Isaiah had 


when he wanted to re-aSsure a 
timid king vexed about his for- 
eign policy. ‘Even now a moth- 
er is giving birth, let that be 
your sign. The future you fear 
will be a womb of hope and 
joy, 5 The perennial wonder of 
motherhood is God's unfailing 
sign. We’ll call his name 
‘Emmanuel, 5 ‘God is with us\ 
But if common birth could 
reassure this way, how much 
more the Messiah’s birth? 
Without nativity nothing. Even 
the very Christ of God must 


have a mother. ‘Birth shall thy 
portal be, strange path of 
majesty, 1 Then his coming that 
lowly maternal way would be 
a ‘sign 5 indeed, a language we 
could learn to read, but only if 
we understood the life for 


which the birth was meant. 
Birth apart - nothing: birth 
alone, what else? The language 
where God spoke would move 
on through deed and parable 
eventfully, right to a man on a 
Cross embracing the world in 
the very terms of love that 
‘bears - and bears way - its 
sin 1 . Those who, as disciples all 
that way and beyond into His 
Resurrection, became literate 
in his language, learned it well 
to say: ‘The Word became flesh 
and pitched His tent among us 


and glory was what we read. 
Or still with the family analo- 
gy, and they said: ‘The Father 
sent His Son, and God was in 
Christ reconciling the world/ 

So Christmas inaugurates an 
eternal legibility where, in the 
whole ensuing story, we can 
read what all those nouns for 
Dieu, Allah, Yahweh, and all 
other hallowed words might 
intend. The legible meaning 
was told in doctrine. The abili- 
ty to teU it was, in part, the 
nature of the Resurrection. It is 
as well at Christmas to remem- 
ber how Mary stood on the 
edges of the crowd, when he 
was preaching, unsure of Him, 
perplexed by vague foreboding 
of what the end might be. She 
did not yer fully understand the 
meaning of her vocation to be 
the mother of the Lord. As He 
preached no one ever said: 
‘Yes! don’t you remember how 
the angels sang where His 
mother lay, 5 or: ‘This is He to 
whose cradle those magi 
came! 1 The story of His birth 
was needed because of who he 
became in deed and word, in 
grace and truth, but these He 
‘became’ in that she bore Him. 

So it is that even the story lan- 
guage needs not just to be told, 
but to be lived out. its. John 
Donne, preacher, poet, has it: 

'Mary's prerogative wds to 
bear Christy so 

Tts preachers to convey Him, 
for they do 

As angels out of clouds, from 
pulpits speak . . / 

His simile was too extrava- 
gant. The happy thing is not 
preachers only, ‘out of clouds’, 
but all of us expressing in life 
the meaning where God may 
be read and known and loved 
and served. So we have ‘Faith 
at Language School 5 , and cele- 
brate a fluency. 

The Right Revd Or Kenneth Cragg fc a 

distinguished scholar wrtter and poet who 
lives in retirement in Oxford. He was 
Assistant Bishop, of Jerusalem from 1970 - 
1973 and Is a fluent Arabic speaker His 
many books, include Islam from Within and 
mote recently Poetry of the Word at 
Christmas £New Mitfenmum 
Publications). 



THE MESSIAH IS COMING, the fourth in the series 
of paintings by the Newbury artist Paul Forsef, in the 
Oxford Diocese’s ‘Sharing Life in Advent’ pack. The pack, for 
use in churches and at home, includes illustrations, reflec- 
tion notes, a candle and ideas for family use in Advent. 


MRS CRIMBLE’S CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1 Mrs Crimbfe bakes 
wheat and (6.4) 

2 On a gluten free diet? 

You will love the chocolate (9) 

3 What is tow fat and 
wheat free (5 r 5,4) 

4 And so is (9,6.4) 


5 Where can I buy most of them? 

(8,7.6.15) 

€ And (4, 5, 4.6,5) 

7 LATE NEWS!! Gluten free 
macaroons available in Tesco, 
from January! 
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STILETTO FOODS. TENNYSON ROAD. LONDON W7 1LH 
TELEPHONE: 020 8840 2244 FACSIMILE: 020 7405 1656 
E-MAIL: mre.cnmbles.cakes@rnonornark.co.uk 


Medium Sized 

CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP 

Located in Europe's Largest 
holiday resort of Blackpool. 
Fully refurbished 5 years 
ago. Situated in centre of 
town, only 150 yards from 
famous Winter Gardens. 

Established 30 years. 

For further '‘illuminations' 
contact: 

Mr A Mrs Hutchinson 
45 Abingdon Street, 
Blackpool 
Tel:0l253 624160 


CHRISTIAN BOOK 
EXCHANGE 

www.cbe1.co.uk 

Internet retailers of new 
and used Christian 
books, bibles, music 
CDs and cassettes at 
competitive prices; also 
buyers of used Christian 
books or bibles. 

E-mail: www.cbe1.co.uk 

Tel: (01530) 270389 


Mew Life 
School of 
Ministries 

* A focal church-based Bible 
school offering unique 
opportunities lor practical 
training 

* Full-time course runs from 
September 02-Jul y 03. 
Limited accommodation 
available 

* For further information 
contact; The Secretary, 
NLSM, New Life Christian 
Centre, Cairo New Reed. 
CROYDON, Surrey CRO 
1XP 

Tel: 020 3680 7671 x 2 
E-mail: 

anhurt4@NLSM.frwMww.co.ult 


CONNECT TWO 

Register for single, 
widowed and divorced 
Christians seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner, 

Tel: 01604 643663 

Email: 

0>ririKttW'C)2f)lX1 , ®hotniidl.(3qin 



Living Faith 
Bible Training Centre, 
Southport 

(noriHferominattonal) 

Called into FuJLtime Mwistiy? Hungry 
tor mors of God snd His Wont? 
First Term ol (his year's 
inlake for our Two Year 
Course starts SEPTEMBER 
INTERESTED? 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Contest Revcfe, Orrtd S BreruJa Paw 

on Tel: 01704-545007 
or write to us at 
PO Box 171, Southport, 
Merseyside PR8 4GB 
E -n*te U^TC®4vtngi(atih,oo. t * 
WotaftK wvw.IMngteSh.oo.uk 
ARfcpstewf Charity No. J0S4T2J 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

TEL: 

01527 

588033 


Council for Social Aid 
Diocese of Oxford 

Small grants made through organisations 
which stand alongside people at risk; 

especially those exposed to 
any kind of Addiction. Limited funds are 
for one-off purposes, not for running 
expenses. 

Applications should be made to; 

The Secretary, 

Oxford Diocesan Council for Social Aid, 
C/0 The Board for Social Responsibility, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 

Oxford 0X2 ONB 







THE DOOR : DECEMBER 2001 



Letters 


to the editor 


Bad news for children 


THE terrorist 
attacks in the USA 
and the military 
action in 

Afghanistan have 
been covered in 
graphic detail on 
the television 
news. Most of our 
children are aware 
that frightening 
things are happen- 
ing in the world. 

However, children 
will react different- 
ly to what they see 
and hear. Some 
may virtually 
ignore it, thinking 
it’s all happening a long way 
away, but others may be very 
worried, particularly by talk 
of war and further terrorist 
attacks. 

My experience as chaplain 
at Helen House, a hospice for 
children, has given me some 
ideas about how we commu- 
nicate with children, particu- 
larly when we are dealing 
with bad news. We cannot not 
communicate with children. 
They always sense when 
something is wrong or we are 
anxious especially if run into 
the room to turn off the TV 
when the news comes on. 
Perhaps the best thing to do is 
to ask them if they want to 
watch the news and if they do, 
to watch it with them and then 
give them a chance to talk 
about what they have seen. 

We should only answer the 
questions they ask! It is very 
easy to ramble on answering 
questions we assume they arc 
going to ask - this is always a 
mistake. When they have had 
enough of talking about a par- 
ticular subject, however fright- 
ening, they will go and do some- 
thing else or change the subject. 

We should never make 
promises we cannot keep. The 
chances of being involved in a 
terrorist attack are statistically 
very slight but it is a mistake 
to promise that we, or those 


we know, will 
never be caught 
in the such an 
attack. 

Because of 
what our chil- 
dren see on the 
news, films, TV 
programmes and 
computer games, 
many of them 
assume that 
death is always 
bloody and 
always violent. It 
is good to 
remind them, 
when appropri- 
ate, that death is 
a natural part of life and that 
in most cases is quiet and 
peaceful. 

Children are aware that 
there is a taboo about death. 
Children play with taboos. 
They may ask silly or inap- 
propriate questions - we 
should not over-react to these, 
but gently answer them and 
help them to understand what 
is acceptable and what is not. 
Praying with children and let- 
ting them pray, can be helpful 
for them and for us. 

Our instinct as parents and 
teachers is to protea our chil- 
dren. However they do need 
to learn how to live with sad- 
ness and uncertainty. We do 
them no favours by giving 
them a false picture of what 
the world is like. I believe that 
being open and honest with 
them, hopefully in the context 
of a safe and secure home and 
family, will enable them to 
deal with the difficulties and 
pain that is an inevitable part 
of life. My work at Helen 
House over 12 years has 
shown me that children living 
in the face of adversity are 
usually wise, strong and 
resilient.Often they end up 
supporting and comforting 
their parents! 

Father Michael Smith is also Priest-in- 
Change at Holy Trinity Church, Cookham 



by 

Michael Smith 
Chaplain 
of Helen House 


Paying for church repairs, correcting the Wesley’s and the importance of worship 


Chancel repairs 

For centuries, until this sum- 
met, many parishes in the 
Diocese had benefited from an 
ancient rule of law under 
which they received a contri- 
bution towards the mainte- 
nance and insurance of the 
chancel of their parish church 
from local landowners. This 
liability had arisen from the 
dispossession of monastic land 
by Henry VIII. Buyers of the 
land were made aware of the 
liability when they committed 
themselves to purchase it. 

In June 2001, the Court of 
Appeal abrupdy changed the 
law, in a case affecting the 
parish church in the parish of 
Aston Cantlow in the Diocese 
of Coventry. It said that chan- 
cel repair liabilities could no 
longer be enforced, as being a 
breach of the landowners’ 
human rights. The court took 
no account of the right of 
worshippers to freedom of 
religious expression, which 
were especially enshrined in 
the new Human Rights Act, 
and concentrated only on the 
interests of landowners. 
Immediately, a number of 
PCCs had to abandon or 
postpone major repair pro- 
jects because the landowners 
concerned said that they 
would not now be making 
contributions which they were 
no longer obliged to make. 
One parish in the Oxford 
Diocese whose ‘lay impropri- 
etor’ (as they are known) is an 
Oxford College, is therefore 
unexpectedly facing a £50,000 
shortfall in its funding for a 
major repair projea. 

I am involved in an applica- 
tion to the House of Lords to 
seek to have the Court of 
Appeal’s decision overturned. 

I would very much like to 
hear from all parishes in the 
Diocese that have benefited 
from chancel repair liability 
payments over the years, with 
brief details of the value of the 
work that has been undertak- 
en by the lay improprietors 
and copies of any recent cor- 


respondence churches may 
have had with their lay impro- 
prietors since the announce- 
ment of the Aston Cantlow 
decision. 

I would also be interested in 
readers’ views generally on the 
issue. Please write to me at: 

16 Beaumont Street, 

Oxford, OX1 2LZ. 

John Rees 

Diocesan Registrar 


Poor but healthy 

I was amazed at the headlines 
‘Poverty is bad for your 
health’ in the September 
DOOR and the faa that 
General Synod were told our 
child poverty is the worst in 
Europe. I cannot agree. 

We were a family of seven, 
quite poor but with loving 
parents who worked hard for 
us and we were always 
healthy and happy. The three 
eldest were all over 93 when 
they died. I have a sister living 
with me aged 95 and I am 91 
and I have a sister and a 
brother aged 84 and 82. We 
are all fit and able. 

This is not a political letter 
but I believe no-one needs to 
be hungry in this country 
especially children. Conditions 
are so much better for all 
despite foot and mouth and 
the shocking disaster in 
America. It would be nice to 
know if I am right or wrong. 
Mrs G. L. Fellows 

Aylesbury 


VUhfflnonr rnrrprtpH 
IfcoRrya uui i cv icvi 

Your article on John and 
Charles Wesley (October 2001) 
was a welcome reminder; at a 
time when our two Churches 
are drawing closer; of two 
Church of England ministers 
who were Methodist leaders. 

Overall the article was 
excellent but may I comment 
on some factual inaccuracies? 
John Wesley was ordained 
deacon in 1725, priest in 
1728, not 1721. Like many 
preachers he used his sermons 


more than once. When he 
preached at South Leigh in 1727, 
he re-used his first sermon from 
1725. He first preached at Fleet 
Marston and Winchendon. 
Although a frequent visitor to 
Stanton Harcourt he was not 
curate there. 

John and Charles were both 
undergraduates at Christ 
Church, but only John went 
on to become a don, being a 
Fellow of Lincoln 1726-1751. 
They both stayed in Oxford 
until they left for America in 
1735. The 300th anniversary 
of John’s birth falls in June 
2003 and will be celebrated in 
Oxford by colleges and 
churches as well as here at the 
Wesley and Methodist Studies 
Centre at Oxford Brookes. 
Peter S Forsaith 
Methodist Heritage Co-ordinator 
(Archives and Art) 

Oxford Brookes University 

Our apologies and best wishes to 
our Methodist friends - Editor 


Music in worship 

I wholly support Wanda 
Adams’ letter in a summer 
issue of The DOOR and her 
view that ‘music is central to 
the life of the Church. . . and 
if the Church placed a 
renewed emphasis on music it 
might just brighten the dreari- 
ness of situations - and even 
become infectious.’ 

I believe there are two key 
areas that are raised in Wanda 
Adams’ letter Firstly, her refer- 
ence to the need for a 
Diocesan Music Department 
implies a musical point of ref- 
erence for Church of England 
choirs and music groups (or 
indeed churches without 
either), which technically the 
Royal School of Church 
Music (RSCM) does provide, 
through the work of its indi- 
vidual committees in the 
Bucks, Berks and Oxfordshire. 

However; I believe the 
RSCM should be used as 
more than that, and should 
provide a one-stop training 
resource for choirs, music 


groups and anyone else within 
the three county boundaries to 
draw on. It is not there yet, 
and one of the reasons for this 
is that, certainly within the 
Bucks choirs that are on my 
‘patch’, there is considerable 
apathy when we try and 
establish churches’ needs. 

The second issue covered in 
Wanda Adams’ letter is the 
reference to the ‘respective 
ministries’ of the clergy and 
the musicians. Why is that? 
Surely if any one of us pro- 
duces music to the glory of 
God then that has to be good. 
Why is there often a feeling of 
‘them and us’ in churches. 
Music in any church should 
be a partnership between cler- 
gy and musicians - we must 
seek to work together and 
produce one ministry. We 
should be making these 
opportunities for clergy and 
musicians to talk, indeed there 
was an opportunity given last 
year by a joint venture 
between RSCM, Music in 
Worship Foundation and the 
Oxford Harmony Trust. 
Despite wide publicity, of the 
total number who attended the 
events, a very low percentage 
were members of die clergy. 
Why is that? 

In Bucks we have recently 
started a bursary award 
scheme for young organists 
which had two awardees last 
year and will be run again this 
yean The bottom line is that 
we need to know what people 
want and we should be in 
closer discussion with clergy 
to help in overcoming some of 
the difficulties that arise. 

If Wanda Adam’s suggestion 
of an Oxford Diocesan Music 
Department is accepted, then I 
would be happy to support 
such a venture. In the mean- 
time, if any choir in Bucks (or 
Berks and Oxon) wishes to 
tell me what they want from 
RSCM then I would be 
pleased to hear from them. 
David Cook 

District Secretary Bucks District 
Royal School of Church Music 


Portraits in Oils 

Watercolours of houses 
and gardens 

Rne artist available for 
commissions, will happily 
work In situ. 

Jean BuckJand BA 

Mobile: 0788 147 6269 
Fax: 020 8841 5810 

E-mail: ju lesb@amseive.net 


A BOTTLE OF OUR 
PERSONALISED MALT OR 
BLENDED WHISKY 

The Pertect Gift for Birthdays. 
Anniversaries. Weddings. 


The Cabrach Whisky Co. 

S3 Ond R m4. KUnunwck Ml 1TQ 


lei: (01563) 524112 



PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park Luxury 
Four Star self-catering 
accommodation. 
Also 3 Star Hotel with 
excellent winter breaks 
Brochure, Tel: 1123112*343 



yet 

free 

books 

at: 

www.plough.com 

www. EmaiiChapters.com 


MUSIC DIRECTOR / 
ORGANIST 

sought tor St Mary's Church. 
Northchurch. Hertfordshire. 

A high flpedftcstion three manual 
organ, set In a welcoming Saxorv 
ajm-Msdwvai church budding, awaits 
a teen and f nerefy Music Director 
Payment a! RSCM rates, with 
wedding & funeral lees as arranged. 
Adult and Junior choirs currency 
rehearse on Friday evenings. 



Further (totals from 

Revd. Peter Hart: 01442 065312 or 

pwhart10aol.com 



Just look at the 
lines on the 
ribcage of this 
poor little pony. 
He was in a 
very thin 
condition which 
shows the 
neglect he 
suffered. You 
can wonder how 
long he was 
treated like this. 


Gideon - needs help 


Please help us rescue horses, ponies and donkeys by 
sending or phoning for our colour Christmas Card and 
Gift leaflet and you can buy the new 2002 calendar 
which has colour postcards of some of the 200+ 
animals at Bransby. 


WE COLLECT USED PHONE CAROS, CO-OP, 
GREEN SHIELD & USED POSTAGE STAMPS 


! Bransby Home of Rest for Horses, (Dept DP), Bransby, 



Lincoln LN1 2PH Tel: 01427 787657 or 01427 788464 
Please send me your Christmas Card and Gift Leaflet. 


Name: 


AddressKCAitTALs pi*ase) 


Postcode 


BUILDING CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
WITH PASSION AND COMMITMENT 


Church Furnishings (UK) Ltd is the UK's 
fastest growing company in its field, with a 
growing number of churches seeking out 
their services throughout the country. 

Launched in November 1999. the company is the 
exclusive distributor and support facility in the 
United Kingdom for Church Chair Industries Inc 
(CCI Inc) of the USA. the worlds largest manufac- 
turers of church seating. 

Sean Edwards. Managing Director ot Church 
Furnishings, started the Business because he was 
so impressed by the quality of the chairs made by 
CCI Inc. He discovered the American Company 
whilst helping with the refurbishment of the Baptist 
church in North Shields, where his wife is the 
Minister. “We were absolutely delighted with the 
furniture we recieved from Church Chair Industries." 
says Sean, "and we have had a spectacular 
response, not just from members of our own fel- 
lowship but also from every who visits the church." 
Previously Managing Director of a large manufac- 
turing company, Sean had retired to look after the 
family whilst his wife Liz was training for the 
ordained ministry, By the time of the church refur- 
bished project at North Sheilds, he was ready to 
return to the world of work full time. He quickty 
grasped that this was an opportunity to combine his 
skills as a businessman with his commitment to his 
faith, and negotiated to become the exclusive dis- 
tributor for CCI Inc in the UK. ‘As a former busi- 
nessman I saw the potential, and decided to com- 
bine my business experience with my personal 
commitment. I was keen to work with of all denomi- 
nations in this country by providing a service that 
would be of some tangible benefit and support to 
them. 

I was also aware that from the experience of my 
own church that the provision of new seating is one 
of the single largest items of capital expenditure 
that most churches will ever make. Combined with 
the fact that churches are now ever more dependent 


on the financial gifts of their fellowships and the 
consequent need for good stewardship. I felt that 
the need for 1 such a quality product at these highly 
competitive prices was self evident." 

Sean was convinced that CCI)lnc) would prove to 
be a good business partner, as it has an excellent 
track record built on strong Christian principles and 
that has certainly proved to be the case. Now pro- 
ducing 3000 church chairs a day and employing 
over 360 people, the company came from humble 
beginnings in America where a retired minister, his 
wife, daughter and three sons set up Church Chair 
Industries Inc in 1985. It has since grown to be a 
multi-million dollar 

company, and is the world’s largest manufacturer of 
thick cushioned, comfortable and affordable church 
chairs. 

Sean is in ho doubt about the wisdom of his deci- 
sion to start Church Furnishings: the company has 
already supplied chairs to a large number of church- 
es of all the major denominations throughout the 
United Kingdom, all of whom are extremely enthusi- 
astic about their comfort, quality and aesthetic 
appearance. Church Furnishings has a number of 
major new contracts in hand at present and regular- 
ly exhibits at Christian Exhibitions such as the 
Christian Resources Exhibition. The future is looking 
very encouraging. 

“it's great to know we’re on the right track, and 
that's something our customers tell us. not least by 
recommending us to others.By providing value for 
money, quality comparable with the best church 
chairs on the market and excellent after sales serv- 
ice, I know in my heart that we can only go from 
strength to strength. ITs also wonderful to travel the 
country meeting so many dedicated Christians; it is 
fantastic to see how many fellowships are growing 
and developing and. in a small way be part of it* 

For further information please contact Charlotte 
Murray or Amanda Pearce at dhra on 1114 221 
8378 or email 
charlotteedivapr.com 
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December 2001 - January 2002 


Courses 


Wycltff* Hall Study Days 
4 December Biblical 
Spirituality: Christian Prayer in 
a Secular Age with Prof Alister 
McGrath. 

26 January Money, Sex and 
Power: Christian Practice in a 
Violent World with Dr David 
Cook. 

23 February Could it be you? 
An opportunity to explore with 
the Wycliffe staff and others 
from the Anglican Church the 
possibilities of full-time 
Christian ministry. 

2 March Life at the Dead Sea: 
pre -Christian Ideas in the 
world of the Essenes. 

All study days take place at 
Wycliffe Hall , from 1 0am - 
4pm , and cost £18 including 
lunch , apart from the study day 
on 4 December which costs £ 10 
and does not include lunch. For 
more details and to book phone 
Wycliffe Hall : (01865) 274200 

Diocese of Oxford 
Rolling Training 
Programme. 

Ethics: Engaging with 
Personal and Community 
Ethical Issues. A ten week 
course on Wednesdays (starting 
9 January) at Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford, or Thursdays 
(starting 10 January) at St 
Peter’s Church, Earley, in the 
Fowler Room. Tutor: The Revd 
Peter Ballantine with the help of 
visitors, 7.15 - 9.30pm. 

Cost: £30. This course is for 
OLM Ordinands, LLM 
Candidates and any other inter- 
ested learners. For more infor- 
mation contact the Board of 
Stewardship , Training , 
Evangelism and Ministry 
(STEM) (01865)208282 or 
email: juliet^dch.oxford.angli- 
can.org 


Hamhlll Events 

6 Dec ‘A Quiet Coming’ - An 
Advent Quiet day with the 
Revd Canon Judith Mount, a 
retired teacher, counsellor and 
spiritual director 
29-1 Jan New Year House 
party, including a Barn Dance 
on New Year’s eve. 

9 Feb ‘Get Real in 
Relationships’ - a training day 
on pastoral discipleship with 
Rosalyn Abbot, a counsellor, 
trainer and author 
Details from The Harnhill 
Centre , Cirencester , 
Gloucestershire , GL7 5PX 
(01285) 850283/4 office@harn - 
hillcentre.freeserve. co. uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
12 January ‘The Rediscovery 
of the Celtic Tradition’ An illus- 
trated talk by Esther de Waal, 
well known writer on Christian 
spirituality. At Westminster 
Institute of Education, Harcourt 
Hill, Oxford, from 2 - 3.30pm. 
Admission free. For a ticket and 
further details contact Brenda 
Hoddinott , (01865) 488385 or 
email bhoddinott@brookes.ac.uk 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral includ- 
ing Christmas Day 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 


Milton Keynes 
Christian 
Training Course 

The course is open to 
anyone who wants to 
learn more about their faith and to 
develop their understanding of the 
key areas of Christian experience. 
Students can opt to follow the full 
two year course building towards a 
personal portfolio collection which 
may provide access to further studies 
in theology. MKCTV is unique in 
that it offers all learning within an 
ecumenical context. All modules are 
designed to contribute towards the 
Oxford Diocese Portfolio Scheme. As 
the course is run as a two year rolling 
programme students may begin their 
studies at the beginning of any term 
as long as they complete the full six 
terms. Other students, not aiming at 
the full course, are welcome to drop 
in to any sessions that interest them. 
This term sessions include ‘Jesus 
through .the eyes of Mark - 
Developing and applying knowledge 
of the Bible/ and ‘Picturing God - 
Interpreting faith and experience’. 

The programme takes place at The 
Well at Willen, cost is £45 per term, 
of £4.50 per session. Enquires to 
Revd Jan Appleby , Bradwell Chapel , 
Lough ton Road, Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes MK13 9AA. Tel: (01908) 
322533 mkctc@tesco.net 

Anglican Renewal 

m misrnes 

8 December Training event on 
‘Developing Prayer Ministry’ at 
The Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Bedgrove from 10 - 5.30pm, with 
a Eucharist at 4.30pm. TTie day 
will give teaching on the biblical 
basis for prayer ministry, how to 
integrate it into a Sunday service, 
even for the most reluctant of 
congregations. The day is suitable 
for anyone interested in develop- 
ing prayer ministry in their 
church. Places cost £5, bring a 




Diocesan Prayer Diary 


r 

I O God who by the leading of a star 

■ revealed your Son to the nations of the 

■ world ; lead us to a clearer vision of 

■ your presence , and the nations into 

I the ways of unity and peace. Through 

■ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

1 Let us pray to God our Father for: 

■ Sat 1st Aylesbury Deanery as they give 
I thanks for the progress of their deanery 

I plan. Especially for the new appointments 
| being made in south east Aylesbury. For the 

■ spirit of shared ministry and leadership and 
. for the growth of the deanery training pro- 
1 gramme. For the area dean - Tim Higgins: 
I synod lay chairman - Roger Harwood, 

I assistant curate - Vincei4 Strudwick, 

| licensed lay minister for the deaf - Ursula 

■ Coles, licensed lay minister - Reg Taylor. 

| THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - 
1 INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DIS- 
I ABLED PEOPLE 

I Sun 2 D< I For those who are disabled in any 
I way, and for those who teach and employ 
| them,especially those in our own parishes. 
| Mon 3 r< * Aylesbury Team Ministry: clergy 
| - Tim Higgins, Peter Faulkner, Anne 

■ Faulkner, Peter Atkinson, Liz Welters. 

■ Tues 4* Aylesbury Walton Team 

I Ministry: clergy - Steve Williams, Rose 
Williams: parish Evangelist - Rupert 
I Hankey C.A, lay pastor - Roger Axtell, 

I licensed lay ministers - Martin Roper, Alan 
| Foster, reader emeritus - Betty Schwier. 

I Wed 5 th Bedgrove: clergy - John Elliott: 

| licensed lay ministers - Marie Carey, Joe 

■ Groat. 

| Thurs 6* Bemwode-Brill (L.E.P.), 

■ Borstall, Chilton, Dorton, Ludershall, 
Wotton Underwood, Ashendon, clergy - 

1 Tina Stirling, Antony White. 

* Fri 7* Haddenham with Cuddington, 

• Kingsey and Aston Sandford: clergy - 

I Chris Denham, John Race: licensed lay 
| ministers - Pam Halliwell, Joyce Harvey, 

■ Colin Faiers-Nicholls. 

| Sat 8* Long Crendon with Chearsley 

■ and Nether Winchendon: clergy - Roger 

_ Jackson, Arthur Taylor, reader emeritus - 
1 Stanley Green. 

I THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
I Sun 9* Actors and actresses and all who 
| work in radio and television and in our 
| local theatres to entertain us. 

| Mon 10 th Risborough Team Ministry: 

■ clergy - Paul Fiskc, Lissa Toze, Mike 
I Withers, Moira Spence, Bob Rhodes, 


Ickford, Oakley and Shabbington: clergy - 
l .aura Wilford, David Wallace, Nancy Wallace. 
Wed 12* Chipping Norton Deanery. For 
the new benefices of Chipping Norton and 
The Chase as the parishes, people and clergy 
learn to work, pray and worship together. 
For the deanery training group as it seeks a 
youth leader and considers its role for the 
future. For the area dean - Mike Williams: 
synod lay chairman - Elizabeth Higgs. 

Thurs 13* Charlbury with Shorthampton: 
clergy - Judy French, Graham Canning: 
licensed by minister - Penny Naime. 

Fri 14* The Chase - Chadlington, 
Heythrop, Ascott-under-Wychwood, 
Spelsbury, Enstone: clergy - Mark Abrey, 
licensed by minister - Malcolm Dick. 

Sat 15* Chipping Norton Team 
Ministry: clergy - Stephen Weston, Tony 
Cannon, Tim Norman, Hugh Williams, 
Stephen Hayes, Leslie Manderson, 
licensed by ministers - Elizabeth Allen, 
John Forrest, Mike Hall, Stephen Freer. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sun 16* Pharmacists and all those who 
work in our local chemist shops, and all 
who work in the pharmaceutical industry. 
Mon 17* Great Tew with Little Tew: 
Over Worton with Nether Worton’ clergy 
- Robin Denniston. 

Tues 18* Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton: cler- 
gy - John Acreman, Christopher Turner, 
licensed lay minister - Janet Collins. 

Wed 19* Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, 
Leafield with Wychwood and Wilcote: cler- 
gy -Jane Knowles. 

Thurs 20* Shipton-under-Wychwood 
with Milton-under-Wychwood, Fifield 
with Idbury: clergy - Mike Williams, 
Chris Tadman-Robins, Ron Curtis, Frank 
Giles, licensed lay ministers, Anthony 
Cable, Bob Forster. 

Fri 21 st Bradfield Deanery. Giving thanks for 
what has been achieved in their work with 
young people through the ministry of Mark 
Berry (deanery youth work facilitator) in a 
period of change. For wisdom as they pbn 
for the future of this project which began in 
1997. For the area dean - Roger Howell: 
synod by chairman - Andrew Bond 
Sat 22°d Aldermaston with Wasing and 
Brimpton: clcigy - Pete Steele. Basildon with 
Aldworth and Ashampstead, clergy - Mark 
Mills-Powell, Charlie Vere Nicoll, Anthony 
Fothergill, licensed by ministers - Margaret 
Davcy, George Hudson. 

THF PTU fDTH 0! TMTlAY OP AnVFNT 


Burghfield, clergy- Brian Grundy, Rita Holden: 
licensed by ministers, Lynda March, Amy 
Perry. Stratfield Mortimer and Mortimer West 
End with Padworth, clergy - Paul Chaplin, 
Christopher Lea, Midiad Oke, Charlotte 
HcthenngnrL 

Tues 25 th CHRISTMAS DAY 
Wed 26 th STEPHEN, DEACON, 
FIRST MARTYR 

Thurs 27 th JOHN APOSTLE AND 
EVANGELIST 

Fri 28 th THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
Sat 29* Pangboume with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy - John Staples, licensed lay 
minister: Marion Collier. Purley, St John’s 
Chapel, clergy - Roger Howell, Jean 
Rothery, Andrew Mackie: licensed by 
minister - Walter Watkins. Sulhamstead 
Abbots and Bannister with Ufton Nervey: 
clergy - Jonathan Sibley. 

THE SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Sun 30* All who work in power stations 
and the electricity industry, especially those 
who will be working to keep our lights on 
while we are on holiday. 

Mon 31 st Bucklebury: Marlston Chapel, 
Upper Bucklebury, clergy - Eddie 
Marquez, licensed by minister - David 
Sammon. Theale with Englefield, clergy - 
Geoffrey Borrowdale, Tom Ekin, licensed 
by minister - Chris Braddock. 
Woodhampton with Midgham and 
Beenham Valence, clergy - Christine 
Redgrave, Elizabeth Oke, licensed by min- 
isters - Thelma Caughey, Hanslip Long. 

JANUARY 2002 

Tues 1 st THE NAMING AND CIRCUM- 
CISION OF JESUS 

Buckingham Deanery Group Ministry: For 
Kevin Ashby, the new rector of 
Buckingham. For their benefices and parish- 
es as they consider the deanery pastoral 
plan, focused on outreach and Sharing Life. 
For the deanery day away, that their discus- 
sion may be a meaningful expression of their 
group ministry. For the area dean - Hugh 
Kent, synod by chairman - Juliet Rodolf. 
Wed 2 1 ** Buckingham - Becchampton, 
Buckingham SS Peter and Paul, Raddive cum 
Chackmore, Thom boro ugh, Thornton w. 
Nash, clergy - Kevin Ashby, Pauline Hardy, 
Ron Bundock, licensed by ministers - Pat 
Faulkner, John King. 

Thurs 3 r< I Lenborough, Adstock, Gawcott, 
Hillesden, Padbury, clergy - John Hudson. 
Fri 4* North Buckingham - Akeley, 
Leckhampstead, Liilingstone DayrclL, 


THE EPIPHANY 

Sun (ft Carpenters and furniture manufacturers, 
including those who make our kitchen units, beds 
and other furniture in our homes. 

Mon 7 th THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 
For our Bishops Richard (Oxon), Dominic 
(Reading), Mike (Buckingham), Colin 
(Dorchester). 

Tues 8* Cowley Deanery. For the new 
assistant clergy in the deanery and for all the 
churches seeking to minister in this multi- 
cultural area of Oxford in a time of interna- 
tional tension, and to practise real love for 
their neighbour. For the area dean - Tony 
Price, synod by chairman - Patricia 
Michael, licensed by ministers - Philip 
Cbyton, Abn Wakeley v 
Wed 9* Blackbird Leys (L.E.P.): clergy - 
James Ramsay, Anne C.S.J.B. 

Thurs 10* Cowley Team Ministry: clergy - 
Stephen Hartley, John Tomlinson, Peter 
Stanway, Wazir Chand, Margaret Anne: 
licensed by minister - Eric Uren. 

Fri 1 1* Cowley St John - Cowley St John 
SS Mary and John: Cowley St 
Bartholomew’s Chapel, Cowley St John the 
Evangelist (St Stephen’s House), clergy 
Adam Romanis, Mark Blarney, Angela 
Forbes, Keith Lamdin: licensed by minister 
-Janet Proudman. 

Sat 12* Headington Quarry: clergy - Tom 
Honey, Alex Hughes, licensed by minister - 
Dcirdre Twy cross. Headington St Andrew: 
clergy - Michael Brewin. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
EPIPHANY - PLOUGH SUNDAY 
Sun 13* Seed merchants and all allied 
traders to the farming industry, especially 
those who make and provide the machines 
used on our farms and the tools of gardeners. 
Mon 14* Headington St Mary: clergy - 
Jonathan Sewell, licensed by ministers - 
Bernice Adepegba, Richard Chand. 
Highfield: clergy - James Cocke: licensed 
by ministers - James Larminie, John 
Lightbody, Eve Vause. 

Tues 15* Iffley: clergy - Richard Lea, 
Keith Eyeons, David Barton. Littlemore, 
clergy - Bamhard Schunemann, Jonathan 
Page, Sarah Coakley, John Muddiman. 
Wed 16* Marston with Elsfield: clergy - 
Tony Price: licensed by ministers - 
Robert Bruce, Branse Burbridge, David 
Cranston. New Marston: clergy - Elaine 
Bardwell, Joanna Coney: licensed by min- 
isters - Rosemary Rycraft, Juliette Day. 
Thurs 17* Oxford St Clement: clergy - 
Bruce Gillingham, Penny Joyce, Tony 


ent denominations to be one in Christ. 

Sat 19* Sandford-on-Thames: clergy - 
Robert Morgan: licensed by ministers - 
Brian Andrews, Liz Shatford. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sun 20* Muscians, especially those in 
local bands and orchestras, and those who 
teach our children and young people. 

Mon 21 st Maidenhead Deanery. 
Thanksgiving for the ministry of healing in many 
parishes; fur the increased sense of partnership 
between churches and for the growing common 
vision of thor purpose and priorities. For their 
ministry and mission among children and young 
people. For oongregatioas and leaders finding 
change difficult. For increased willingness to 
take the risks of faith. For the area dean - Lee 
Rayfield, synod by chairman - David Dufour. 
Tues 22 n< * Bray: clergy - George 
Redpath. Clewer: clergy - Ian Randall. 
Wed 23*^ Cookham: clergy - Michael 
Smith, Valerie Bonham, Anthony 
Welling, Terrie Robinson: licensed by 
minister - Charles Walmsley. Cookham 
Dean: clergy - John Copping, Philip Ind. 
Thurs 24* Ded worth: clergy - Louise 
Brown Hurley, Stubbings, Littlewick: 
clergy - Theresa Scott, Maurice Skinner, 
Roy Taylor: licensed by ministers - 
Hilary Davis, Teresa Kennard. 

Fri 25* THE CONVERSION OF PAUL. 
Knowl Hill: for the churchwardens dur- 
ing the vacancy. Maidenhead All Saints, 
clergy - Norman Brown, Rosemary 
Bragg, Robert Langton. 

Sat 26* Maidenhead St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalene: clergy - Trevor Parkin: 
licensed by ministers- Ruth Knight, Jill 
Palfrey, Adrian Taylor: full time youth 
worker - Jon Tattersall. Maidenhead St 
Luke: clergy - Richard Holroyd, Richard 
Nunn: licensed by minister - Bob Glen. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sun 27* Shop assistants and managers 
and all who work in the retail industry, 
especially the people in our local shops. 
Mon 28* Maidenhead St Peter (Furze 
Platt), St Mark’s Hospital Chapel: clergy 
- Lee Rayfield, Catherine Blundell, Nigel 
Sanders: licensed lay worker - Edna 
Conibcar, licensed by ministers - Brian 
Rose,Pat Rose, Doris Swinbank. 

Tues 29* Maidenhead The Good 
Shepherd Cox Green: clergy - Vivien 
Brooks: licensed by minister - Margaret 
Bird. New Windsor Team Ministry: cler- 
gy - Ainsley Swift, John Quick. 

Wed 30* Old Windsor St Peter and St 




can.org 


The February issue of 


The Door 


will be ready for 
collection on 
25 January 2002 


and Sermon; 11.1 5am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Marins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


ing prayer ministry in their 
church. Places cost £5, bring a 
packed lunch. Details from The 
Administrator , Church of the 
Holy Spirit (01296) 394759, or 
phone Anglican Renewal 
Ministries (01332) 200175 


I mow io~ rvisouruugn team Ministry: 

| clergy - Paul Fiske, Li$sa Toze, Mike 
- Withers, Moira Spence, Bob Rhodes, 
David Dewick, Richard Caink, Andrew 
* Meynell, Peter Steare: licensed lay minis- 
I ters - Tony Andrews, Geoffrey Stevens. 

Tucs 1 1^ 1 Stone with Dinton 


I Q and Hartwell: clergy -David 

| Cooke. Worminghall with 


Davey, George Hudson. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sun 23*^ All who work in the hotel and 
catering industry, especially those who work 
in our local restaurants and public houses. 
Mon 24^ Bradfield and Stanford Dingley: 
South End: clergy - Hugh Ellis, Rosemary 
Green, licensed lay minister - Brian Norris. 


• • UUVMA J y VIM JV1MI A 

Fri 4* North Buckingham - Akelcy, 
Lcckhampstcad, Lillingstonc Dayrell, 
Lillingstonc Lovell, Maids Moreton with 
Foscott: clergy - Hugh Kent, licensed by 
ministers - Margaret Culley, Jean Farmer. 
Sat 5*^ Stowe: clergy - Ron Bundock West 
Buckingham - Biddlesden, Shalstone, 
Tingewick, Turweston, Water Stratford, 
Westbury: clergy - Vivien Baldwin. 


Thurs 17*b Oxford St Clement: clergy - 
Bruce Gillingham, Penny Joyce, Tony 
Beetham, Vera Sinton: full time youth 
worker - Chris Trent: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Toby Garfirt, Kenneth Howson. 

Fri 18^ The week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity begins. For all ‘churches together' 
and local ecumenical projects, that they 
may continue to draw Christians of differ- 


gy - Ainsley Swift, John Quick. 

Wed 30 th Old Windsor St Peter and St 
Andrew, Old Windsor St Luke Mission 
Room: clergy - Nigel Pocock, Prue Dufour: 
licensed lay minister - Mary Hutchinson. 
Thurs 31 st Waltham: for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. White Waltham with 
Shoctesbrooke: clergy - David Andrew. 



DECEMBER 

Sat 1 BLETCHLEY World-wide 
gift shopping with Traidcraft, 
Oasis, Mission Aviation 
Fellowship and more. 10.30 - 
2pm at Whaddon Way Church, 
Beaverbrook Court, Whaddon 
Way. 

Sat 1 OXFORD Oxford Bach 
Choir perform Beethoven’s 
Choral Symphony, 7.30pm at the 
Sheldonian. Details: (01865) 
798600 

Sat 1 TUBNEY Christmas 
Baaaar in Tubney Church 2pm. 
Details: (01865)390803 
Sat 1 MORTIMER WEST END 

Festive Fair at 2pm in the Village 
Hall, cakes, gifts and mulled wine. 
Details: (0118) 933 2610 
Sat 1 OXFORD United Service for 
World AIDS Day, 4pm at New 
Road Baptists Church. Details: John 
Insley (01865)558424 
Sat 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Princes 
Risborough Music Society per- 
form, Haydn, Handel and Mozart 
at the parish Church, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 and £8 from Tourist 
Information Centre (01844) 
213247 

SUN 2 LETCOMBE BASSETT 

Christmas Market from 2-6pm, 
25 stalls of unusual gifts, tickets 
£2, children free. Details: 
(01235) 762390 

SUN 2 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Concert at All Saints Parish Church 
in The Green 7.30pm, with All 
Saints Singers Choral Society and 
Orchestra. Tickets and details: 
(01235) 848205 / 848420 
Wed 5 READING Choral 
Evensong, Cathedral style Prayer 
Book Service at 6.15pm. Sung by 


Reading Minster Midweek Choir at 
the Minster Church of St Mary the 
Virgin. 

Fri 7 WITNEY Riding Lights - LOVE 
FIFTEEN, performance at High Street 
Methodist Church, 7.30pm. Details 
and tickets: (0845) 9613000 www.rid- 
inglights.org/shows/lovcfift_002.shtml 
Sat 8 READING Carol Concert 
at Christ Church 7.30pm. 
Audience participation and three 
pieces by Finzi. Details: Nici 
Canning (0118)942 8238 
Sat 8 DEDDINGTON SS Peter 
and Paul host Kineton Calypso 
Steel Band, 7.30pm, tickets £6, 
concessions £5, children £3. Details 
and tickets: (01869) 338027 
Sat 8-9 TODDINGTON 
Christmas Tree Festival at St 
George of England Church, 10.30 - 
5pm on Sat and 2 - 5pm on Sun. 
Short Music Concert on Sat 
evening by Toddington Town 
Band. Details (01525) 872960 
Sun 9 OXFORD Oxford Centre 
for Missions Studies Annual 
Christmas Celebration 3 - 
5.15pm at St Philips and St James 
Church, Woodstock Road. A cele- 
bration of Christmas with music, 
testimony, stories, and art. 
Kenneth Cragg, former Bishop of 
Jerusalem and James Shera, for- 
mer Mayor of Rugby will be 
speaking. Details: 01865 556071 
and website www.ocms.ac.uk 
Wed 12 TILEHURST Christmas 
Concert, 7.30pm at St Mary 
Magdalen with Church Choirs 
and Reading Concert Singers. 
Details: (0118)9425290 
Thurs 13 CAVERSHAM 
Christmas Reflection at The Oak 
House Quiet Garden, 10 - 3pm. 


Details (0118) 9476067 
Sat 15 SIBFORD Banbury Choral 
Society performs Britten’s ‘St 
Nicolas* and a programme of 
Christmas Carols with The 
Cherwell Orchestra at Sibford 
School, 7.30pm. Details: (01295) 
721792 

Sun 16 FINCHAMPSTEAD A 

traditional service of nine lessons 
and carols sung by St James’ 
Church Choir and Orchestra from 
members of the Berkshire Young 
Musicians Trust. At St James 
Church, 6.30pm, details: (0118) 
9730133 

Wed 19 READING Christmas 
Carol Service at 7.30pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
at the Minster Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Wed 19 READING Christmas 
Concert, 7.30pm at St Agnes with 
Church Choirs and Reading 
Concert Singers. Details: (0118) 
9425290 

Thurs 20 READING Berkshire 
Youth Choir and St John’s 
Orchestra are joining forces for a 
Christmas concert at the Town 
Hall. Details: Town Hall Box 
Office (0118)9606060 
Fri 21 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing 
Service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion, 
10.15am. Details: (01628) 476291 

JANUARY 

25 OXFORD OCIC Retreat Day 
at Stanton House, Stanton St John 
10 - 4pm. Penny Clement leading 
on ‘Prayer and the Imagination.’ 
£20 including lunch. Details: 
Sonia Copper, (01865) 3Q8889. 


The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Notices 


ACCOMMODATION NEEDED 

I will be moving to start work in 
Oxford in January 2002, having 
lived in Zimbabwe all my life. I 
would be interested in accommo- 
dation for a single person for- at 
least three months, until the end 
of March. Is it possible that any- 
one within the church has a 
‘granny cottage’ or something 
similar to let? I am a mature (40) 
Christian, who has fellowshiped 
at Avondale Anglican Church for 
seven years. Ideally I would like 
my own accommodation, riot a 
shared house. I am a librarian, 
and would he working for 
INASP. If you can help , please 
* contact Anne Powell , email: 
amp@powell.icon.co.zw 

MISSION PRAISE WANTED 

We are in need of some extra 
copies of Mission Praise. Now 
we know that some of you are 
moving on to new books, and 
may be clearing out old copies. 
Can anyone help? The edition we 
need is: The Combined Words 
Edition ISBN 0 551 01979 4 and 
large print edition 0551 01978 6. 
If you can help please contact 
The Revd Tim Norman ( Curate , 
St Mary*s Chipping Norton) 
tim . norman@bigfoot.com 

OPEN DOORS 

If you would like to pray for 
the persecuted Church, there 
are now three groups set up in 
Oxford. For information about 
where they meet, please contact 
Mark Tindall (01865) 301309 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 



The Archway Foundation, New 

Marston Pastoral Centre, Jack Straws 
Lane, Oxford 0X3 0D Contact: Sheila 
Furlong 01865 790552. By giving one 
hour a fortnight you can make < 
ence to someone's wd(k. How? J 
ing with transport, ! 
or befriending someone^ 1 
for Christmas. 

The Ark, 4 Western Road, Riverton, 
Milton Keynes, MK12 5AF^»tact: 
Sue Thomas 01908 315955. Tn 
ily style home for vulnerable 16 - 18 
year olds welcomes donations of money 
to buy presents, or music tokens and 
toiletries - anything which would make 
suitable presents for young men and , 
women. 

Asylum Welcome 276A Cowley Road j 
(entrance E. side of SMJ Hall) 
Contact: Fiona Morrison 018651 
722082. We need: volunteers, visitors r 
to Campsfield, second-hand bikes (no 
cash for buses), short wave radios to lis- * 
ten to BBC World Service reports on 
their countries, small items of furniture 
and kitchen equipment, clothing, phone 
cards, unwanted musical instruments 
and games. 

The Bridge Proj< 

Oxford, 0X4 IE, 

Would appreci, 
tinned or dried 
before dropping^ 
centre (01865 
unteers. 

Churches in Reading Women’s 
Centre, Wesley Church, 84 Queen's 
Road, Reading, RGl 4BW. Contact: 
Marion Lowe, 0118 957 6390 
Day and drop-in centre for 4 all women 
and children who may come with them, 
who need help, support and encourage- 
ment. All donations welcome, especially 
gifts to give the women at Christmas. 



The centre is always looking for new 
volunteers and would welcome anyone 
coming to see what they do. 
Cornerstone Accommodation, 22/23 
Blackheath Crescent, Bradwell 
imon, Milton Keynes, MK13 8AD 
’Chrism£08 69009 
vide hom$fe'$s young pec ^a 

secure erivlronmedfiwhile 





trail 

miHHty. Please conj 
IdlMtohelc in any v 
FAITH Christian Group (Reading) 
Trust, P0 Box 2542, Reading RG30 
2XL. Paul Hughes 0118 950 9693 
All year round outreach to the home- 
less, needy and lonely, taking Gtt^'s love 
and compassion onto the st| 

Always needed: prayef 
Tons oT moneyand non-jter.ishatl 
and ma||pra 

Furniture Store iOxfordTCotl 
Volunt* Ac 
furnituWhouseh 

suites. Details: Westlands Drivj 
Northway 01865 763698 
The Gap, 23 Park End Street, Oxford. 
Contact: Lindsay Jones 01865 
2Q1818. Daytime service for young 
homeless peoplftpffering a valuatjJj 
alternative to spending their days on 

tdl 

[and if 

t oluntws tol 
ed are don 
1 toile 

The Gatehouse, Northgate Hall, St 
Michael's Street, Oxford 0X1 2DU. 
Contact: Nick Kennedy 01865 792999. 
For Christmas 'Give away' would 
appreciate NEW socks, gloves, hats, 
scarfs, and chocolate. Also needlong- 
term volunteers (training provided). 
Langley House Trust, P0 Box 181, 
Witney 0X8 6WD. Contact: Paul 



Langley 01993 774075. The Langley 
House Trust is a registered charity help- 
ing prison-leavers to resettle into the 
community crime-free. We always wel- 
come support including volunteering, 
becoming a prayer partner or making a 
donation. 

Oxford Night Shelter and Luther 
Street Drop-in CentwPO Box 177, 

Oxford^ojf i|f 01865 

251744/250153. Welcome volun- 
teers who can commit- to. d" few 
months working a couple of hours per 
week. Alscrneed donations of blan- 
kets, towels, men's clothes and 
kitchen equipment for those they help 
into new accommodation. They are 
running a Winter Shelter on tl 
to provide 

is open, bu|| ioi 






And ChtUfren Togeth 

7 SoutheB^ourt^eacii:i 
"4QS Sue BakenOTl^ 938^600 
PACT drop-in centres for disadvan- 
taged families in Reading, Bracknell 
and Windsor would be grateful for 
Christmas presents for children under 
five and donations towards Christmas 
parties in mid December. The centres 
always need: magazine s, pap erback 
ool. and material: 

:ms,%arly new chi 

luirtSehC^w bags; 


Mary's Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU 
Contact: Lisa Brophy 01865 728545. 
Day centre for homeless and vulnerable 
people seeking to improve their lives 
(formally The Porch). Christmas period 
open as.normal: 11.30 -2pm every day 
except Wed. Mon,Tues,Sat also 4-8pm; 
Thursday, Friday, Sunday also 6-8pm. 
Christmas Day, New Year's Day 12- 




3pm only. Regular volunteers are 
needed to help serve; donations of 
money, socks and gloves welcomed. 

St Francis House, 227 Cowley Road, 
Oxford, 0X4 1XG Clive or Rachel, 
01865 248288. A gospel inspired house 
which provides hospitality for asylum 
particularly those without 
state benefits, they welcome 
dp and donations of food and 
products. 

Church, Aylesbury 

Anja Kroenig 01296 428518 
Looking specifically for a co-ordinator 
to help with the Christmas lunch. They 
feed approx 100 homeless and elderly 
people at Christmas and would appreci- 
ate donations of presents to give to 
lose who come. Volunteers are also 
needed. 

The Salvation Army, Albion Place 
(bottom of St Ebbes), Oxford 0X1 
1QZ. Contact: Majors Paul and 
^Jacqueline Wright (01865) 246278 
Donations of new toys, gifts and food 
would be appreciated for the provision 
of Christmas parcels. We also provide 
Christmas Day meals for the lonely and 
i towards this will 
i can be left at the 
fy 10am - 2pm). 
r to the Salvation 
Cto the address above. 

8 Hostel, P0 Box 36, 
Oxford, 0X1 1HE 
865 726241 
Gifts most welcome: tinned food, toi- 
letries, men's or women's clothing, 
small Christmas gifts for 55 residents. 

Research by Joseph Keirs 

This feature will be on our Website 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ DOOR 
and updated from time to time. Send 
late contributions to The DOOR office. 
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Did a sugar lump save your life? 

There are probably tens of 
thousands of people in the 
UK for whom the polio 
vaccine came too late. 

I Survivors of the polio 
epidemics of the - 40s and 
‘50s were often left with 
severe breathing difficulties 
and/or paralysis of the arms or legs. Now in later life, 
many of them are facing a further deterioration in their 
health - the late effects of polio. 

Founded in 1939, the British Polio Fellowship is the 
only organisation in the UK which supports polio 
affected people, providing advice and information, 
financial support and advocacy. 

You can support polio survivors by: 

- Becoming a member - Making a donation 
- Thinking about legacy giving - Payroll giving 
- Organising a street or workplace collection 

For further information contact: 
FREEPHONE 0800 0180586 
(Supplied by MCI WorldCom) 

Email: info@britishpolio.org 
Caring since 1939 Website: www.britishpoIio.org 

British Polio Fellowship, Eagle Office Centre, 

The Runway, South Ruislip, HA4 6SE 


BRITISH 


poli o 

A FELLOWSHIP 


Roistered charity n 


t 206690 



BREACH 

FARM 

Woodland 

Burial 

Ground, 

St Mary 
Bourne 


The Woodland Burial Area. 
Breach Farm Woodland 
Burial Ground, we can offer 
a peaceful resting place on a 
hillside overlooking the 
beautiful Bourne Valley in 
Hampshire. 

This type of burial provides a 
natural environment in which 
flaura and fauna can thrive, a 
place where loved ones can sit 
and remember those they miss in 
tranquil surroundings without the 
constraints of conventional 
cemeteries. 

All forms of faith are welcome at 
the burial ground and individual 
plots can be consecrated if 
required. The whole site will not 


be consecrated. Pets are also 
allowed. 

Burials can also be non-religious; 
friends and relatives may play 
music, read poetry or recount 
memories of those departed. 
These burials are more of a 
celebration of the loved ones rife 
rather than mourning them, often 
much in keeping with the wishes 
of those being buried. 

The site at present comprises one 
acre, the plan is for ten acres of 
mature woodland. This will be 
maintained for the benefit of the 
trees, shrubs and wildlife. 

Grass and wild flowers will be 
encouraged to grow, woodland 
paths will be constructed to allow 
for the access of visitors as well 


as benches and a shelter. 
Establishment of the woodland 
will take several years. 

A buffer zone' has been created 
between the site and the nearest 
development The thinning of the 
woodland will be at the discretion 
of the ground staff as win grass 
cutting. 

An area is set aside for the 
internment of cremated remains, 
this too will be planted with 
shrubs. Those who wish may have 
their remains scattered on the 
site. 

There is a map and plan of the site 
available and a full register of all 
burials wiflbe kept 
Memorials. Only native trees may 
be planted in the woodland. No 
marble or stone headstones 
permitted. A small plaque on a 
wooden post is allowed if so 
desird. There is also a memorial 
book where friends and relatives 
can record their thoughts. The 
trees wil provide a living memorial 
to those who have moved on. 
Coffins and Caskets. To ensure as 
natural a habitat as possible 
traditional wooden coffins are not 
allowed. 'Biodegradable' coffins, 
caskets and shrouds must be 
used. These can be made from 
cardboard. *Eco friendly materials 
or wicker. 

The Plot Plots are available 
singularly or as a double depth 
plot. Where family and friends 
wish to reserve adjoining plots 
they may do so. The cost of grave 


digging and filling is not included 
in the plot price. A ‘Deed of 
ownership' is issued once all fees 
are paid, this guarantees a lease 
of 99 years on the plot. 

Funeral Arrangements. Traditional 
arrangements for funerals do not 
have to be followed. You may 
have any form of religious or non 
religious ceremony you desire 
within the bounds of decorum. In 
certain circumstances you may 
decide not to use the services of a 
funeral director. (DIY funeral)- You 
may be buried with your pet if you 
wish (a separate fee may be 
charged for re digging the grave 
to inter the pet if they survive 
you). 

Your wish to be buried at th 
woodland site should be recorded 
in your will and made known to 
your family. You do not have to 
pre-book to use our services. 
Breach Farm also has further 
information available on: 

Funeral Directors, Casket and 
coffins. Native trees selection, 
Plaques, Local churches, Catering. 
DIY funerals and the Natural Death 
Centre. A map with directions 
from nearby towns. Grave digging. 
For further information and prices 
contact Breach Farm Woodland 
Burial Ground. Bank Top, St Mary 
Bourne, Andover, Hampshire SP11 
6BG. Tel. 01264 738279 Fax 
01264 738118. 

Email: infodbreach-farm.co.uk 
www.breach-farm.co.uk. 


PURE STABILISED ALOE VERA 

Direct from the Plantation to You 

Forever Living Products bring you a wide range of 
products made from 100% stabilised Aloe Vera, Its 
natural anti-inflammatory properties promote 
healing - also wonderful products from the 
bee hive. 

A wide range for you and your pet with a 90 day 
money back guarantee and a convenient mail order 
service. 

Brochures from: Reyna G Knight, Litfield House, 

15 Cabstand, Portishead, BS20 7HW 
Tel: 01275 849997 Fax: 01275 817762 
‘e* reyna@themail.co.uk 




• Range of models to 

suit everybody's needs ^ 

• So easy and simple to 


• Climbs hills and kerbs 

• Fits in a car boot 

• Superb value 

• Competitive prices 

• Rent details on request 


Be independent again with 
a Forever Active^^^^^ 
scooter 


RENT FROM 


PER WEEK 


k ALL 
WEATHER 
CANOPY 

available: 


For a FREE information pack complex 
the coupon & send to Forever Active. 
10 Apex Business Centre. Boscombe Road. 
Dunstable. Beds LU5 4SB or FREEPHONE 


0800 731 3376 


ForeverActive 


; Name 

• Address 




: Tel No 






The Home of Devenish 


Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 


Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 


Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 


If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home , 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr JA. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, The Granary, 
Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 


The Charity has 23 
Bungalow’s and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 


Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge to the tenant. 


Help a child come in from the cold this Christingle 


Every five minutes 
another child runs away 
from home or care 


Your parish can help by 
holding a Christingle service 





New families will see 
the light of Christ's love 
in your church 



Every Christingle service means another young 
runaway finds the help they so desperately need. 


Edward Rudolf House 
Margery Street 
London 
WC1X OJL 


Everything you need to hold a successful Christingle Is in our free Christingle starter pack. For your pack, call 0845 300 1128. 
Or download everything from www.childrenssociety.org.uk 


Moravian Church m 1747 



The 

Children’s 
Society 

A Voluntary Society ol 
The Church of England and 


The Church in Wales. 

Chanty Registration No. 221124 


DPI 
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“Mid-Africa Ministry, formally 
known as rnanda Mission was 
created in 1921 as a daughter 
society of CMS to spread the 
gospel in SW Uganda, Rwanda 
and Burundi. 

Historically the Mission and its 
mission partners have been asso- 
ciated with the East African 
Revival. Mid-Africa Ministry in part- 
nership with the Anglican Church 
in the great Lakes Region is com- 
mitted to Bible teaching and train- 


Mid-Africa Ministry 


ing Christian leaders, health care 
and education, development, care 
and counselling for widows and 
orphans. 

After 80 years of ministry, on 1st 
February 2002 MAM will become 
integrated with CMS. It will be 


known as the MAM Region of 
CMS and maintain its unique focus 
on the Great Lakes Region of 
Africa. The new relationship will 
provide fresh impetus and new 
resources for the work of the 
Gospel. 


MAM/CMS are planning two cele- 
bration events; 16th March at St 
James with Emmanual Didsbury, 
Manchester; 13th April at St 
Michael’s, Chester Square, 
London. Come and join us!" 


High Wycombe Shopmobility 


High Wycombe Shopmobility is operated by three part-time Co- 
ordinators, with the help of volunteers. 

If you would like to become a volunteer please contact the Co-ordinators. 

High Wycombe Shopmobility is a registered charity and although its services are free, donations 
from members are greatly appreciated. High Wycombe Shopmobility is dependent for its finance 
on grants, donations and sponsorship. 

Hqw to find 

On approaching High Wycombe town centre look for the Shopmobility road signs directing you to 
Newland multi storey car park. On entering Newland car park, go to level 2 following the signs for 
Shopmobility, free parking is available adjacent to the Shopmobility office, with lifts to ground level. 
Nq Ca r? ,„ Nq P ro blem,,, 

Wycombe Dial-a-Ride operates a specialist door to door mini bus service for elderly people with a 
disability, including wheelchairs. 

For details contact them on 01494 441818 between 9.00am and 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 

We are open... 

Monday/ Tuesday/ Thursday/ Friday from 10.00am till 4.00pm, Wednesday from 10.00am till 
5.00pm, Saturday from 10.00am till 3.00pm, Sunday we are closed. 

Located along Pound Lane in Marlow (01628) 405218. Monday to Saturday from 9.00am till 
5.00pm. 





Please help us look after the elderly and disabled 
in their own homes 
* Excellent Pay * Training Provided 
* NVQ Available * Flexible Hours 
* Generous Car Mileage 
For details and an application form 
please telephone June on 
01993 700050 or 01865 248999 
01235 817515 
^ Community Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer j 

A Weekend Awa 

for Bereaved Paren 
25-27 January 2002 

HOTHORPE HAH, LEICESTER 

Care for the Family hosts a 
special time away for those who 
have suffered the loss of a chM. 


HAVE YOU LOST MONEY 
FROM FINANCIAL DOWNTURN 

* The Stock Market? * Pension Market? 
or are you retiring? Recently divorced? Bereaved? 

Or would just like to have more disposable income. 
Then you could benefit from 
PERSONAL EXPENDITURES AUDIT 
where we check your tax code, your payments for gas. 
electricity, telephone and insurance, to ensure you are 
on the best tariff. 

The work is done by a Chartered Accountant 
who is independent of all financial institutions, 
and the cost of our service can be as little as £50 
( 10% discount for over 55's) 

For no obligation brochure 

Telephone: 0151 343 0233 


The HWIWIH K 
will provide: 

contort and hope 

practical strategics 
for working through 


and loss 

time to relax 
and reflect 

9 a way forward 

Bereaved 

Parents 

Network 

Lad by Peter and Barbie 



teeth at tbak taa, aged Z1 


For booking form and further detail 
HTT a*CKforttefamayon(B29)20B10M0 


ACi DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 

prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 

appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

j25| • Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
HUB • Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED 
BY THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, 

PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421832 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 



The Life Fertility Programme 

• An exciting alternative to IYF for married couples trying to have children 

• Pioneered in the I S \ (NaProlechnology L medically advanced, body- 
Friendly, sale. 

• Delivered by a highly-trained mcdical/nursing/counselling team. 

• Providing treatment for other problems le.g. repeated miscarriages, 
non-ovulation. PMT. etc) as well as infertility. 

• Modest charges and no waiting lists. 

For further information contact the London Fertility Co-ordinator on 020 8850 5547 
or send a s.a.e. to: LIFE Health Centre. Yew free Lane, West Derln, Liverpool 112 Mill I 

Visit our website at: www.lifefertility.co.uk 

Life Hospital Trust: Reg. Charity no. 1031019 



INTERESTED IN HELPING 
YOUNG PEOPLE? 

COULD YOU 'MENTOR 'SOMEONE? 


Training and support given 

For an information pack or simply to talk 
about it, please telephone 
Chris Ames on 0118 9272000 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs , crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available including Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day 


:v> iimviitn ko iil immuky 

01205 2501110 



Would you 
like :- 

Security? Companionship? 
Practical help? 

If so Homeshare could be the answer. 

Tel: 01865 251315 

Rcfntertd Chanty No. IO7150Q 





When meningitis strikes I 
can turn your world 


kMs, sometimes in a matter 
of hours and leaves others 
with permanent disabilities 
such as deafness, brain 
damage and lots of imbs 
So what can we do? 
WeN If you fancy a Coffee 
Morning, you can help make 
a difference in an instant to 
MMduato and Mtoi 
whose lives have been 
touched by this devastating 


1*01463 768000 


For more information or to 
obtain an Event Peck cal 
0845 120 45 30 


B»qCTw%No 803018 


CORNISH VMAGE 

The King of Park Horn Estates in the Duchy 
of the Prince offers 

Retirement homes from £25,000 
Bungalow Style from £40,000 

Town centre 1.5 miles, Charlestown 1 mile 
Tesco within walking distance 

Family owned and run 

Buckler Village, St Austell, Cornwall 

For a brochure please write to: 

The Proprietor, 

Milber Estates, Milber Lane, 
Coffinswell, Newton Abbot TQ12 4SP 


Christmas Gifts 
for Anglers 



For FRE gift catalogue 
Td 01874 636591 
Just Fish Gifts, Gian Wysc, 
Sermytxidge, Brecon LD38PS. 

emaLrto§jusSsh.co ukvww. wslfeficx>.uk 


NEW 

VitacolL 

A SPECIAL AID FOK OUM 

Christian Friends who 

SUFFER FROM JOTNT PAINS 

Ring helpline 

015394 45672 


HELP 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and compan : '>nship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

11494 678811 

M 

UNIVERSAL CARE 


To Advertise 

please ring 

David Holden on: 

01527 588021 
01527 588033 

FU: 

01527588001 



The LODGE TRUST 

The Lodge 
MARKET OVERTON 
Oakham 
Rutland LE15 7PL 
Telephone: 01572 767234 

The Lodge Trust provides a Christian 
home and place of work for adults with 
learning disabilities. 

Opportunities exist for enthusiastic, 
well motivated people to join 
our care support. O 

Re«raer«d Charity No 316833 wvanxm M m»ta 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are 8 Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens and 
grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 

IVardington 

Mrtnci? Oxoo OX17 !SD 

N l"£chome Telephone: (0I29S) 750513 


REEVES 

MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY 
BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 
146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 
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Long established,,, 



.and successful funds 

Designed specifically for long-term capital 

-ril 


CCLA 


CCLA Investment Management Limited 
The CBF Church of England Funds 

Investment Management for the Church of England 

Telephone: 020-7588 1815 www.ccla.co.uk 

Issued by CCLA Investment Management Limited, regulated by IMRO in the conduct of investment business. 

The Funds’ share value and income can fall as well as rise. An investor may not get back the amount originally invested. 
The daily deposit rate will fluctuate. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to the future. 


THE PIT PONY SANCTUARY 

Fforest Uchaf Farm, Penycoedcae, Pontypridd CF37 IPS 



Biocide’s last day at work, at Cam Cornel CoMery, Severn Sisters, Neath, December 19998 

We are a small group in Wales who help Pit Ponies and all other 
* Needy Horses & Ponies we can with our resources. 

Please, help us help them! 

To Join our small band of supporters send a stamped, addressed emetope 

TeL 01443 480327 

'.pltponlcs.co.uk Registered Charity Not 1002953 


WHITCHURCH-on- 
THAMES P.C.C. 

seeks to appoint an 

Organist 

RSCM rates, two 
churches with good 
organs. Tremendous 
potential. 

Please write with CV to: 
Kate Giles. The Bothy. 10 
Hocketts Close. Whitchurch 
Hill. Reading RG8 7PZ 
or telephone for information 

0118 984 1590 


CPAS - in partnership 
with the local church 
since 1836 


TEI )c TBrtarp 

Osmington 

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 6EH 
Telephone: 01305 835397 
E-mail: henedbetterbuy.com 

Comfortable 

Accommodation. En-suite. 
Good Food and Fellowship. 
Private Grounds. Parking. 



IIRST BAY GIVERS asi 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 0YA 

( 11234 ] 325531 


For a tree information pack: 

FREEPOST, Church Pastoral Aid Society, 
Athena Drive, Tachbrook Park, 
WARWICK CV34 6BR 
Tel: (01926) 458458 
E-mail: maii@cpas.org.uk 
Web: www.cpas.org.uk 

CPAS 



NEED HELP WITH 
YOUTH WORK? 

Send for a FREE copy of the 

’Resource Catalogue 
for Youth Leaders’ 

from the 

Crusader Book Centre, 
2 Romeland Hill, 

St Albans AL3 4ET 

Tel: 01727 738374 
Fax: 01727 848518 

Email: * 

bookcenfre@did.pipex.corn 

Or check out our page on the 
Website 

www.crusaders.org.uk 


You can always depend on our church 
insurance. 

Established as the Anglican insurer 
in 1887, our knowledge is specialised 
and unrivalled. 

To show how much we care, we 



don’t just do repairs when there is a 

4 

claim: we are constantly helping to 

% ^ 

keep churches well preserved. 


We do this by sharing our 


profits with the Church. Last year 


we contributed to 3 1 6 new 


building projects. 

This is just one way in which we 



demonstrate the total commitment 
we make to you. 

(0> 

ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


Telephone: 0845 777 33 22 
www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 


MEMBER 


General Insurance 
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ItHLii T'iUiJiyjJJiJ V 
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Struggling to meet your dept repayments? 
Creditors chasing you, at home and at work? 
Is the pressure getting you down? 


r Mr F ms piyioj £910.27 monthly^ 
H« ion m £84.29 


’Mr & Mrs L wire faying £461.74'' 
monthly They now pay £75.10 


EURODEPT HELPLINE 

0800 7833394 

8.00AM - 8.00PM MON - SUN 


Smile Education 

Suppliers of Educational Toys, Books and Games 

* Over 20 years in childrens education - Worldwide 

* Great tun and easy to use with ftid. clear instructions 

* Suitable for all children from birth to the end of key sta& 2 

* Covers 8 key areas of learning 

* Carries the “C£~ safety marking 

* Conforms with the National Curriculum 

* For use both at school or in the home 

* EXCLUSIVE AND UNIQUE - Only available through Smile 
Outlets 

* Unique FLEXIBLE Home Based Business Opportunity for 
those who would like to sell Smile Products 

Visit our website on: wwucsmi(eeducation.co.uk or call our freephone number to (earn 
more about the funtastic ranee of Smile products and Business Opportunity 
Freephone No. 0800 3764 5385 f0800 3 SMILEUKJ 
E-mail: sales@smileeducation.co.uk 





THE CHURCHWARDEN’S 
YEARBOOK ~ 2002 


Diary and resource material for churchwardens arid I'CCs. 
Diary (Advent 2001 - Easter 2003.) One week to view. 

Lectionary readings. Liturgical colours. Principle 
feasts. Saints' days. Flag days. Year planners. 
Reference: Articles on the Churchwardens Measure, Faculty 

Jurisdiction Rules, Archdeacons’ Visitations. 
Useful addresses. Book reviews. Essential reading. 
Hardback . A5, 160 pages. £7.50 + 95p postage and packing. 


ORDER FORM Please send copies of 

THE CHURCHWARDEN’S YEARBOOK 2002 

@ £7.50 plus 95p postage and packing per copy. 

Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: Diocese: 

Berkswell Publishing Co Ltd., PO Box 420, WARMINSTER, 
Wiltshire BA12 9XB. Tel: 01985 840189. Fax: 01985 840243 


DECADE MINISTRIES 


FOR ALL AGE VISUAL IDEAS AND TALKS 
LATEST REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY PACK £5 
CHURCH YEAR WALLPLANNER 2002 £10 
SEND FOR COLOUR CATALOGUE OF VISUAL AIDS. 

Farncombe View 
Hungerford Hill 

Lambourn , 

RG 17 8NP 01488 71077 

www.decadeministries.co.uk 


NEW 

ADDRESS 



Church Furnishings (UK) Ltd - 

your comfort is our business 

Church Furnishings (UK) Ltd are the 
exclusive distributors in the UK for Church 
Chair Industries Inc. of Rome, Georgia, USA - 
the largest manufacturers of church seating in 
the world. 



‘ The comfortable 


A Christian company, owned, 
managed and staffed by 
Christians, we provide affordable, cfldll ** 

quality and aesthetically pleasing 
furnishings to a wide range of churches and 
other Christian organisations through out the 
UK. 

Interested in finding out more? 

Call us for a brochure or to 
arrange a visit on: 

0191 289 4678 



The Design Stacker II is 
designed with specific features 
to function as a sanctuary 
style seat. The seat cushion extends 
to the outside edge of the frame, so 
that when ganged together they form 
a continuous bench style seat. 

Church Furnishings (UK) Ltd 

27 Wenlock Drive, North Shields, Tyne & Wear. NE29 9HD 
Tel: 0191 289 4678 Fax: 0870 160 5306 email: sean@shields.netkonect.co.uk 


Did you know 

GG^quDqd 

...can be played by a computer disk? If you’re 
sometimes stuck for an accompanist then a MIDI 
hymn-disk can provide the answer, using your own 
organ or a portable MIDI player. 
At www.e-hymn8.co.uk we have a library of over 
1400 Hymns and Christmas Carols for you to download. 
We can also provide you with pre-recorded disks and a 
portable MIDI player for playback... 

m «£»«> 

15 Statham Close, Lymm, Cheshire WA1 3 9NN 


/f 


Wedding and * 
Bridesmaid Dresses 





Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 



Renault Scenic 

1.6 16V Expression 

5 Door, New 51 Registration, Choice of 
Colour, Delivery Mileoge, PAS, Central 
Locking, Electric Windows, Air Conditioning, 
ABS, 4 x Airbags, Radio Cassette. 


60 

months 

at 

£ 197.90 


Price 

£11,299.00 

Deposit 

£1,800 00 

Balance 

£9,499.00 

Interest (APR 10.1%) 

£2,375.00 

Balance 

£11,874.00 

Credit Fee 

£90.00 

Option to Purchase Fee 

£45.00 

Total Payable 

£13,809.00 


• • • 


Antvj*M pnu 
£",333 m. tkt ruU 

Utt frwe £' 4 > 4 f o 


Citroen Picasso 

2.0 HDI Diesel SX 

5 Door, New 51 Registration, Choice of 
Colour, Delivery Mileage, PAS, Central 
Locking, Electric Windows, Air Conditioning, 
Front Fogs, CD Player. 


• • • 


AvtfTiSMl fnct 

w-f -U nxt 

UJtfru* 

(WAy • i % 


Nissan Tino i.8 se 

5 Door, New 51 Registration, Choice of 
Colour, Delivery Mileage, PAS, Central 
Locking, Electric Windows, Air Conditioning, 
Radio Cassette. 

Call new 

0114 255 4040 

or visit 

www.autosave.co.uk 

Send today lor your FREE copy of the 


FREEPOST ’ NO STAMP REQUIRED 

Autmov. FftOPOST ky Hou» Th. Dal. SMhM S8 OPG 

OR FAX ON 0114 255 4949 

AUTOSAVE 0' 

SIMPLY THE BEST WAY TO BUY YOUR NEXT CM 


Ivy House The Dole Sheffield S8 OPS 
Telephone: 0114 255 4040 Facsimile: 0114 255 4949 
www.au1osove.co.uk E-mail: helplineT>autosave.co.uk 

WHY 12.01 










16 


THE DOOR : DECEMBER 2001 


Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



LLANDUDNO 

$H EH BOURNE 
HOTEL 

Open ali yasr.Book now lor 
Christmas & Winter Breaks. 
WTB 3 Star HotoL 
Uft to &fl Moors, ground ft oof moms 
evadabte. Private car park AM major 
Credit Cards accepted 
T*li 0149Z B7966Q 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Com* CTufcUno wnfc 
<ra Ufi inn twrni*l*d 
A-prcwrw Bito UFR hA.kF.ffl wt 
fecfglum or Franc* In Hinwier i 

A REAL Trif.AU Very raining, 
wtifidarlul load, and intaiftsltny 
coma urt *ij . Slnffta rrimHImi 

always *wteCNT» irwl U& $i;ppl«fi*rrtt 
SpBCHJ run KViHlUbtf fot parTXft V 6 
Of MERGANSER. OEFT CE, 1 

eOFlT MILL, MEP.TFOHO SGI 4 IPJ, 

Tel: 01992 550615 
Fax: 01992 303434 

[m*il inorgilsMirOha fgDd<riM:t ctiri'. ; 



DORDOGNE 

A selection of well equipped 
cottages 8 farmhouses some 
with pools, Sleep 2 - 10. Prices 
from £220 - £1100 pw. 

For further details contact: 
Lesley Roads 

Tel: +33(0)5 53 54 79 37 
Fax: +33 (0)5 S3 04 77 «0 

Email: 

Lesley. RtoacfeGmanBCfOQLfr 


DEVON 

THE MANOR MILL 
WATERROW 

The perfect rural rttreot. 

Cuttages/aparimeftts plus indoor 
heated pool for holidays, 
weekend breaks. Weddings, 

shooting/partles caiered tor. 
(Seif altering aka awitoble J. 

Tel: 01984 623317 



CHURCH LEADERS 

Aft£ TDD PLANKING A CHURCH HOLIDAY FOR 2002? 

To find out how Billington Travel can help you with 
* IDEAS ON DESTINATIONS with Christian input 
" FREE PLACES POR GROUP LEADERS 
“ PUBLICITY MATERIAL FOR YOU TO DISTRIBUTE 
* HANDLING OF ALL ADMINISTRATION 
Contact: Wendy Billing ton 
at Billing ton Travel OH 01732 400066 

AfiTA imiJfiJ 


High Wycombe Shopmobility 


High Wycombe Shopmobility 
is operated by three part-time 
Co-ordinators, with the help of 
volunteers. 

if you would like to become a 
volunteer please contact the Co- 
ordinators. 

High Wycombe Shopmobility is a 
registered charity and although 
its services are free, donations 
from members are greatly 
appreciated. High Wycombe 
Shopmobility is dependent for its 
finance on grants, donations and 
sponsorship. 

How to find us: 

On approaching High Wycombe 
town centre look for the 
Shopmobility road signs directing 
you to Newland multi storey car 
park. On entering Newland car 
park, go to level 2 following the 


signs for Shopmobility, free 
parking is available adjacent to 
the Shopmobility office, with lifts 
to ground level. 

No Car? ...No Problem. .. 
Wycombe Dial-a-Ride operates a 
specialist door to door mini bus 
service for elderly people with a 
disability, including wheelchairs. 
For details contact them on 
01494 441818 between 9.00am 
and 1.00pm, Monday to Friday. 
We are open... 

Monday/ Tuesday/ Thursday/ 
Friday from 10.00am till 4.00pm, 
Wednesday from 10.00am till 
5.00pm, Saturday from 10.00am 
till 3.00pm, Sunday we are 
closed. 

Located along Pound Lane in 
Marlow (01628) 405218. Monday 
to Saturday from 9.00am till 
5.00pm. 


WHITBY 

■Heartbeaf landscape. 
Pretty country cottages ideal 
far moors & coast. 
Unsurpassed vyewo. 
Open all year. ETC 3-4 Stars. 

Tel. 01947 895 314 

www. bam coKagw.com 



BRITTANY 

Two beautifully restored 
gites near Josselin. 
Sleep 6/3. Available all 
year round, 

Tel: 01534 608800 


BEAUTIFUL 

DARTMOOR 

Stylish luxury town house in 
Tavistock, ideally situated to 
explore Devon and Cornwall. 
Special Breaks- 3 nights tor 2 

BROWNS HOTEL 

Tel: 01822 616686 
www.brownsdevon.co.uk 



THE CHRISTEm 
SAILING CENTRE 
residential and 


non -residential 


BEGINNERS - 
Why trot try something 
new and exciting 
SAILORS- 


Advance your skills up 
to instructor level 



For further Information 
and booking 

call 01983 522195 or chock 


www.medinavalleycentre. org.uk 



A few steps Irnm the Arc de Triompte 
and Avms tfes Champs EfysAes, 


Quietly placed modem apartment in 
famous Street market with all the 
amenities of the central arse. 
Steeps 2. From T40 per nlgtii 
weekends or longer lets , 

Tel/Fax: 01225 866641 


MALLORCA 

VILLA RENTALS 
Pol lensa area 

PRESTIGE PROPERTIES 
Td: +34971-535076 
Fa*: +34971-535048 
E-mail: info@prfestiyi.com 
Web: www.prestigi.com 

Brochure on request 



SUNNY MIJAS 

2 apartments with biteories in 
typical white washed village 
Mediterranean views, digital TV, 
secluded gardens, swimming poof, 
security gales. Excellent restaurants, 
golf & tennis. Winter Breaks. 
Tfll: 01900 823478 


EDINBURGH 

MORNINGSIDE 

STB 4-Star Holiday Apts. 

+ Parking. Sleeps 6.5,5 A 4. 

www.edfnburgh.apta.co.uk 
SPECIAL WINTER PRICES. 

Call the McRaes at: 

Tel/Fax: 0131 663 3291 




rifPtfnivnimimimm uni 
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Cruise South to the Sun! * 

9 Days - 1 5th 
September 2002 

Wb could tefl you lots about tho Dulch owned “Van Gogh*, 
we could wax lyrical about her deck space, her lounges, 
her bare and public rooms, we oouhJ discuss her library* 
gymnasium, casino, hairdressers and tax-free shops at 
length. We could praise the quality of her restaurant and 
the service and choice of food that 
is offered. WecoukJtalk 
enthusiastically about the comfort of 
her cabins and the genuine 
friendliness of her officers and crew, 
or we could describe the West End 
standard of the ex cel bn t shows and 
entertainment on board. However 
all we really need to say is that 
never before have we seen a ship 
of this class so lovingly maintained, 
in such good order and offering 
such excellent value-for-morey 
ocean cruise opportunities for 
readers. 


Complimentary coaching from 
selected pick-up points 
Convenient cruising from Falmouth, 
returning to Nice 

Extensive cruising itinerary including 
6 ports of call; Vigo. Lisbon, Gibraltar, 
Tangier, Barcelona and Nice 
All cabins with full private facil Hies 
and air conditioning 
Full board on the Van Gogh and 
entertarnmenl each evening 
Optional shore ex cursions available 

... and enjoy an extra 6 nights on board your floating hotel 
from just £349 per person. Si* beck and relax as the Van Gogh 
gently cruises to an additional five ports of call in another 
three wonderful countries. You 'll visa Civitavecchia - the main 
port Rome, the delightful Italian city of Naples, the sun-kissed 
Greek island of Corfu and the \tewel of the Adriatic" - 
Dubrovnik, before finally reluming to the beautiful Italian city of 
Venice. We feel that this rea lly is an opportunity too good to 
be missed - not often do you find a 

cruise holiday offering 11 ports of call in i - w j/ ■ a 

7 different cou ntries from as little as,.. 


Norwegian Fjords 
Apple Blossom Cruise 

7 Days - Way & June 2002 


Complimentary coaching from 
selected pick-up points 
Convenient return cruising from 
Harwich 

Extensive cruising itinerary 
including; Flam, Ufvik, Gudvangen 
and Bergen 

All cabins with full private facilities 
and air conditioning 
Full board on the Van Gogh and 
entertainment each evening 
Opportunity to take the famous 
“Norway in a Nutshell” excursion 
M m 


Summer 
Sunshine Cruise 

9 Days - Juf, Aug & Sept 2002 


Complimentary coaching from 
selected pick-up points 
Convenient return cruising from 
Fa I mouth 

Extensive cruising itinerary 
including six ports of call; Oporto, 
Cadiz, Gibraltar, Tangiers, Lisbon 
and Vigo 

All cabins with full private facilit ies 
and air conditioning 
Full board on the Van Gogh and 
entertainment each evening 
Optional shore ex cursions available 


Highlights of the 
Med Cruise 

9 Days - Sept & Oct 2002 


Complimentary coaching from 
selected pick-up points 
Convenient Channel crossings 
Extensive cru ising itinerary 
including; Venice, Dubrovnik, 
Corfu, Naples, Rome and Nice 
All cabins with full private facilities 
and air conditioning 
Full board on the Van Gogh and 
entertainment each evening 
Optional shore excursions 
available 


Far your FREE brochure, simply cal! the Travetscope Brochure Hotline number (quoting the six letter code of the holiday you're Interested In), or return this coupon to the address below. 


Name: (SSl □ 

Address: □ 


.Postcode: G 


Cruise South to the Sun 
Norwegian Fjords Apple 
Blossom Cruise 
Summer Sunshine Cruise 
Highlights of the Med Cruise 


Code: DPUCSV 
Code: DPUABV 

Code: DPUSSV 
Code: DPUHMV 


Return add ress: 

Travelscope Reader Holiday Offers, Travelscope* Elgin 
House, High Street, STONEHOUSE, Glos GL1Q2NA 


2 *iS£r 01453 820000 

PLEASE QUOTE THE 6 CHARACTER CODE OF THE BROCHURE YOU REQUIRE 


Book Direct on our Cruise Reservations Hotline: Q1453 820022 Reservations opening hours: Mon -Fri: Sam -3pm, Sat: 9am4pm and Sun: 10am 4pm 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



C HR1ST1AN 
1£ N DEAVOUR 
HOLIDAY 
C E IM T R E S 


Ce/ebrofe 2000 wif/i ... 

Tfuz Christian 

Holiday People 

7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 
Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: 
Mid Week Breaks: School Parties: Activity Weeks: 
Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 



Beech wood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
rr 01492 593405 
St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
rr 01983 852150 
Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Morfolk 
rr 01253 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Salt bum, North Yorks 
rr 01287 522329 
St Winifreds 
R ho s -on -Sea, N. Wales 
it 01492 544128 
Colour brochure 
plus further detail* 
rr 01595 573372 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
rr 01208 852230 
The Pleasaunc* 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
rr 01253 579 212 
Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
rr 01772 455322 


Self catering ws in tHe ground* of Lowennc 

The p/easaunce and Sf ffhadagundj 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd >A Registered Charity ^ 


SHROPSHIRE 

STRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, 
fully equipped. Linen 
provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


WINTER BREAKS 

Near Harrogate 

Book a winter break or celebrate in 
style in a luxury car conversion tn 
beautiful Ntdderdale. but within easy 
shopping distance of Harrogate. 
Leeds and York. Sleeps 6 

Tetopkooft 01423 77000 

or tax 01423 770993 

tor brochure. 


FENLAND 

www.commonrlghtbams.co.uk 

Bam & stable seif catering 
accommodation. ETC 4 star. 
Highly commended and suitable 
for disabled. AH inclusive low 
Winter rates 

Tel: 01945 410424 


BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


r 


Superb value on England's sunny south coast 

AT THE FIRCROFT HOTEL 

r ★ RAC Owls Road. Bournemouth ETB 3 Crcrwns 


Stay 7 nights with ful Engfesh Breakfast & 4 course evening me 
lor JUST £227 per person 4-nighl break £132 par person 


SPECIAL 2 NIGHT BREAK C72 


One child FREE accommodation and meal* 

•AM rooms en suit* • Large Car Park 
•Colour TV, Tee A coffee-making 
FREE USE OF OUR SPORTS CENTRE (9am-6pm) 
b heated pool, gym, sauna, rt aa m room 4 slash altuatad oppoe tte 


FREEPHONE 0500 202215 Ask f-,< Ex? 21 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

See: www.poamgshedhobdays.co.uk 
E-mail: qvbhholQaol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


FMAIP8 

Apartment to let. Sleeps 
6. Skiing at Flaine, 
Samoens, Les Cets, 
Morzine, Avoriaz. 
£300 - £450 per week. 
Tel: Rosemary Alexander 

01527 872380 


lo Advertise 

please ring 
David Holden on: 
01527 588021 
01527 588033 

Fax 

01527 588001 


ROSEWELL 

EDINBURGH 

Hunter Holiday Cottages 

otter a range of cottage* in beautiful 
countryside only 8 miles from 
Edinburgh city centre. Superior 
cottages recently renovated, modem 
ep 4-10. Ideal base 
the perfect Scottish holiday 


Tel: 0131 440 2062 or 

email: mlo © edmburghcottages com 
wwwetflnburghoottages com 


ALGARVE, PORTKitL 

Luxury 3 bed Vdb (ail erv-suMe) sleeps 
6/8. al Pestana Golf Resort Carvoerro. 
Own pool, mod cons, overlooks 
fairway. Tennis and Outdoor bowls 
Clubhouse and restaurant. Airport 45 
mins by car. 


Brian Chambers. Tel 02380 265603 
or e-mail: 

brtpaHdbrialdonlreeserve.co.uk 


LONDON B&B 

Heathrow 15 minutes Piccadilly 
Line, central London 25 
minutes. Primrose House - 
Elegant, quiet, pristine. 
Offers ervsmte, TV, buffet 
breakfast. Ideal location for 
Christmas shopping. 

Tel: 0208 568 5573 


R0YSDEAN MANOR HOTEL 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Fellowship Break (Cruise on Land Theme) 

Monday 2 1st to Thursday 24th Jan 2002 

£96 per person includes En-suite (cabins) 
with colour TV & teamaking facilities. 

_ Dinner bed & breakfast 
5* frut Full Ship Style Entertainment 

As we experience all expected 
on a Luxury Cruise Liner 

Without being at sea 
Fbr Reservations phone: 

01202 554933 



Centre for Christ 
at 

Burstone Manor 


Bow, Crediton, Devon EX17 6LB 
Tel: 01363 82261 

Holidays, Retreats and Conferences in beautiful mid-Devon. 
Open all year 

Families, individuals, church groups welcome 
Peaceful setting, views to Dartmoor, good food, 
facilities for all ages. 

Accommodation for up to 50 guests. Mid-week reductions. 
Further details from: Centre for Christ Burstone Manors 
Bow, Crediton, Devon. EX17 6LB Tel: 01363 82261 
or e-mail: centreforchrist@burstone.freeserve.co.uk 
visit our web site: www.burstone.freeserve.co.uk 


Tuscaaj • Sarfagoau 

Delightfully restored C15 
house, two bedrooms, in small 
mountain village Superb 
views from upper and lower 
loggia. Glorious walking 
country. 

Available June - October 

Tel 01379 677 230 


MALTA, MSlda 

GUEST ROOMS IN 
FAMILY HOUSE 
All rooms self catenrvg with 
excellent facilities. En-suite. 
Extremely comfortable. TV’s. 
Airport transfers. 
Reasonable rates. 

W and Fax: M 356 313717 
121 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 

01527 588001 
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WINTER 

BREAKS 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY 
A MARCH 2002 


2 nights which includes a delightful bedroom, a 3 course evening 
meal and full English breakfast • £45.00 p.p.p.n. 

Children very welcome - £16.00 p.c.p.n. 

Reserv ations - 01287 640515 or Fax 01287 641278 
Easington. Saltburo by the Sea, Cleveland TS 13 4UB 

E-mail:- snnklc.parkhotcl^sixcn* tail.com 
Website:- www.gringlepark.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS 
IN PARIS 

Language study breaks 
for adults of all levels. 
Call for a brochure: 

® 0845 60 111 57 

www.oise.net 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 

For Church Magazine 
Readers 

iMroraxi mmcE 

! ■» * ■ « ! II . * i«i i Xmm. 


1 ftfaefc Europe £14.95 

2 Weeks i-iuupc £17.95 
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Wondaful Rve Star Hotel 
in Kandersteg in the 
Bernese Obcriand, 
Switzerland 


offer* special half price rales of 
£400 per person per week* 
to Church members outside of 
high season. Come lo the 
beautiful Swiss Alps and stay at 
the Royal Park Hotel. Kandersteg, 
one of the ‘Leading Hotels of the 
World* for this exceptional price. 
Highly recommended by 
The Rrvd. Richard Franklin 
of Weymouth 
from whom further details 
can be obtained. 

Phooc 01305 760354 or e-mail 
richardfranklin@iname.com 
for further details 

•For two people sharing a double 
room. Single £480. 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


Come and enjoy a 
relaxing break with us in 
our large country house 
with extensive grounds. 
Ideally placed for the 
coastal path, beaches, 
Haverfordwest 
and St Davids. 
£17.50 per person 
per night. 

TO: 11417 7IMI2 


GOINTRY COTTAGE 

Treat yourselves to a 
break in one of our 
holiday cottages. 
Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea. 

Sleeps 2-10. 

For availability and details 

Tel: 01437 710492 

or email: 

Ciiffemmanor@hotmall.com 


‘t Pretty S/<i 
C/ia(et' 

for self catered hire in centre of 
traditional resort - chalet sleeps 10. 

Tfione: 01438 815355 



A flexible quarterly 
Bible guide written by 
people who believe 
that God is reaching 
out to his church 
through his Word and 
his Spirit with a 
message of love that 
could change first us 
and then our 
generation 


ill ri 


lie inspire! 


jiiiiin fiiimi* Kiiciut; 


Choose to deepen your relationship today. 
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'Seeing is believing' 



THE next David Bailey may be emerging thanks to Oxford 
Youth Works. On Saturday 4 November an exhibition of 11 
young people’s photography was held at their headquarters in 
Cowley, Oxford. 

All those involved were aged between 13 and 15. They had 
taken part in a summer ‘Seeing is Believing* photography 
project run by Ieuan Watkins for Oxford Youth Works. The 
above picture was taken by Victoria Pratt (13) of her friend 
Kerrianne Lewis (14) who also had pictures in the exhibition. 

The project was started four years ago by OYW who lead 
the way in developing training for Christian youth workers. 
They aim to respond to young people’s interests and dreams 
and provide facilities not only for photography, but also for 
DJing, mountainbiking, music, and sport. 

For more details of Oxford Youth Works, contact the Director Mrs Sam 
Richards, The Church Annexe, Cowley Road Methodist Church, Jeune Street, 
Oxford, 0X4 1BN. Telephone 01865 204646. 


Telling the story through a game 

In the Diocesan ‘Sharing Life through Advent Pack’ there are ideas for ail the family. This 
variation of ‘Kim's Game’ by Jenny Hyson offers a new way of telling the Nativity story 


PUT various items on a tray, 
that tell the Christmas story. 

An Angel -tells 
Mary the good 
news 

A donkey - carries 
Mary to Bethlehem 

Strips of cloth - are 

wrapped around 
baby Jesus 
A carol sheet - 

the angels filled 
the sky with 
music 

A woolly sheep - 

shepherds come to 
visit the baby Jesus 
Some straw - is laid in the 
manger where Jesus lies 
A star - leads the Wise Men 
to the stable 

Small gifts - are brought by 
the wise men 

A candle - Jesus came to be 
the Light of the World 
A heart shape - Jesus, God's 
special gift of love to us 


Then cover the 
items on a tray 
with a small white 
cloth and give 



one s answers. 

Now use the items on the 
tray to tell the Christmas 
story. Firstly lay the white 
cloth on the floor (white is 
the liturgical colour for 
Christmas). Now slowly take 
one item at a time off the 
tray telling the story 
as each item is set on 
the white cloth. 
Young children 
may enjoy re-telling 
the story for them- 
selves, using the items on 
the tray, over the days up 
to Christmas. 


everyone a piece of paper 
and a pencil. 

Everyone has one minute 
to look at the items on the 
tray and then the tray is cov- 
ered up again. Everyone 
must write or draw the items 
they can remember seeing on 
the tray. Check off every- 


‘Stir up Sunday’ - Post 
Communion Prayer 

Stir up, Oh Lord, 

the wills of your faithful 

people; 

that they, plenteously bringing 
forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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Mrs Poole’s 
Christmas cake 

by cooker writer, Ann Way 
IN the area around 
Hughenden, where 1 live we 
are fortunate to have a very 
friendly and loving communi- 
ty. We have some wonderfully 
well attended churches, very 
much into linking with one 
another Even non-churchgo- 
ers are involved with helping 
and caring for the people 
around them. We have the 
Mother’s Union and other 
‘Help groups’ such as 
Multiple Sclerosis social, once 
a month, and our local Valley 
Wives Group. Those of us 
who bake cakes etc are much 
in demand, and no one more 
so than my dear friend and 
neighbour from next door - 
Mrs Vera Poole. She is called 
upon when ever a celebration 
cake base is needed. She kind- 
ly agreed to give me her recipe, 
as iced, it makes a lovely 
Christmas Cake. So with 
thanks to Vera - here it is! 



CoJut. . 


Ingredients 

8oz Sultanas 

8oz Currants 

8oz Seedless raisins 

4oz Glac6 Cherries (quartered) 

4oz Mixed Peel 

2oz Blanched Almonds chopped 

lOoz Plain Flour 

1 teaspoon Vanilla Essence 

1 level teaspoon spice 

1 level teaspoon salt 

8oz Butter 

8oz Soft brown sugar 
4 Eggs size 3 

1 Level tablesp, black treacle 

2 Tablesp brandy, sherry / milk 

Method 

Place sultanas, currants, 
raisins, cherries, dates and peel. 
Put with almonds in a basin. 
Sift flour, add spice and salt and 
mix together in a basin. Cream 
butter and sugar, add eggs one 
at a time and beat in treacle 
and vanilla essence. Add 2 good 
tablespoons of sifted flour to 
the mixed fruits and mix well. 
Add flour to cream mixture, 
fold in with a metal spoon, fold 
in fruit and brandy and mix to a 
soft consistency. Grease and 
line with grease proof paper an 
8 inch square or 9 inch round 
cake tin. Place mixture in tin 
and bake 3-4 hours. Oven: 
140°c, 275° F, Gas mark 1. 


rc> 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. • ATC ♦ Dip AD • FA.GP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsimile 

01494 773712 
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Ordination Stoles 


and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
Frontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken 

Plain and embroidered altar 
linen. 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham. MKI8 ILU. Tel. 01280 823132 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


Oxfordshire Animal 
Saietnary Society 

km a large number of (amity beta 
lor adoption by responsible animal 

Home required - responsible 
animal (overs only need apply 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, 
ind. Alsatian, pet greyhound, 
cats and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship ot animals. 

Also adoption of animats 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865 559537 


Oxfordshire 
Animal 
Sanctuary Society 


raf famfly pets 


for adoption by nsponsMr animal 
lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animat lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, 
inci. Alsatian, pet greyhound 
can and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 
Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865559537 



Christian Studies by Distance Learning 

The Westminster Institute of Education offers short courses, open to all, 
in Christian beliefs and values in today's world. 

■ Wide choice of modules in Christian Theology, Biblical Studies, 

Church & Society, Worship and Ethics 

■ Take a single module or study for a Certrf icate/Diploma/ 

Certificate of Higher Education 

■ Flexible courses and individual study programmes 

■ Residential weekends and study days 

■ Academic guidance and support from experienced tutors 

■ Gain credits towards a degree 

Apply now for entry In January 2002 


For further information and prospectus 
contact: Brenda Hoddinott 

Westminster Institute of Education 
Oxford Brookes University 
Oxford 0X2 9AT 
Tel: 01865 488385 
Email. bhoddtnottObrookes.ac.uk 


OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 
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BOOKS FILMS ART MUSIC 


Books for children at Christmas 


THE BIBLE STORY 

(the quotations are taken 
from the hooks) 

1. Micah said, - Out of you, 0 
Irttie town of Bethlehem, 
will come the greatest of 
rulers, for he will be the 
Shepherd of all God’s people/ 

Countdoum to Christmas: an 
Advent calendar and story- 
book by Yolanda Browne, 
illustrated by Patrick 
Girouard (Candle £5.99), 
The calendar comes with a 
booklet giving a simple daily 
reading, prayer and activity, 

2. 'Will you be the mother 
of God f s Son? 1 {the angel 
Gabriel asked Mary). ‘God 
has a plan , * / (she 
answered) ‘And he has cho- 
sen me - me of all people - 
to be a part of that plan. 
What can 1 do but say yes?’ 



The Lion Storyteller 
Christmas Book by Bob 
Hartman, illustrated by 
Susie Poole (Lion £10.99) 

3, They went from inn to inn 
looking for a place to stay, 
but every innkeeper said, 
‘Sorry, no room! 1 ‘We are 
full up, Pm afraid/ ‘No 
rooms free!* 



The Christmas Story with 
press-out nativity play set 
by Dawn Apperley 
(Levinson £4,99) 


4. Some shepherds were 
nearly asleep when suddenly 
a bright light appeared in 
the dark sky. God's angel 
was before them and their 
eyes grew wide. ‘Don’t be 
frightened’, the angel said/E 
have good news. God’s Son 
is bom tonight in 
Bethlehem. You’ll find him in 
a stable, wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger/ 



Lift the Flap Nativity by 
Allia Zobel-Noiaa, illustrat- 
ed by Tracey Moroney 
(Candle, £6.99) 

5. Suddenly the sky was full 
of angels. ‘Glory to God!* 
they sang. ‘Peace on earth/ 
The shepherds were amazed. 
They had never see anything 
like it! When the angels had 
one, they said, ‘Lets go and 
find this special baby!' 



Baby Jesus by Stephanie Jeffs 
& Jenny TuUp (BRF £2,99) 


6. The shepherds came clos- 
er to look at this very spe- 
cial baby. They were filled 
with wonder. 

No Tree for Christmas : the 
story of Jesus’ birth by 
Marilyn Lashhbrook, illustrat- 
ed by Stephanie McFetridge 
Britt (Candle £1.25) 

7* Jesus had been bom is a 
stable, not a palace. But the 


wise men knew that he was 
someone special. They knelt 
down to worship Jesus. 



Wise Men from Far Away 
by Kathy Lee and Roma 
Bishop (Eagle £1.25) 


i 

MADE-UP CHRIST- 
MAS STORIES 



The Not -So- Wise Man by 
Alan Macdonald, illustrated 
by Andrew Rowland (Lion 
£4.99). Ashtar is there at 
the first Christmas - but he 
manages to miss the impor- 
tant things. 



The Welcoming Party by 
Sarah Fletcher; illustrated 


by Arthur Baker (Kevin 
Mayhew £2.25). Dog 
organises the animals into a 
party to welcome baby 
Jesus. 



Christ 


The Christmas Play: a poem 
by Clare Be van, illustrated 
by Julie Park (Lion £4,99), 
Familiar chaos at a chil- 
dren’s nativity play. 


HEW YEAR MEDITATION 

O holy one 
the majesty of the 
winter sea 
is not as glorious 
as your majesty. 

At the departing times, 
the coldest times 
of our lives; 

and the times of expectancy, 
at the times of intersection, 
when hard choices 
have to be made 
be with us 
Prince of Peace. 

Grant us warmth 
grant us calm 
grant us hope 
on our journey 
into a New Yean 

From v Winter Solstice', in 
Shine On, Star of Bethlehem: 
a worship resource for 
Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany compiled by 
Geoffrey Duncan (Canterbury 
Press £9.99; royalties to 
Christian Aid) 


Feature 
compiled by 
Clare Wenham 


In the bleak 

WHEN Christina Rossetti 
wrote ‘In the bleak mid-win- 
ter 1 she was extremely ill 
with thyroid trouble, and 
was to spend months recu- 
perating in Kelmscott Manor 
on the borders of 
Oxfordshire and 

Gloucestershire, Her brother 
Dante Gabriel 
had taken a 
joint tenancy of 
the beautiful 
Tudor house 
with William 
Morris, using it 
as a holiday 
home. Morris rented the 
house for 25 years; it was 
much used by the Pre- 
Raphaelite group. 

‘In die bleak mid-winter’ 
was written as a poem 
rather than as a carol, 
Christina Rossetti, who had 
been writing poetry since 
she was as teenager, had 
produced a volume of chil- 
dren’s poetry in 1871 called 
Sing-Song. It was so well 
received that ‘Scribner’s 
Monthly 1 , an American 
magazine, asked her to write 
them a special Christmas 
poem; ‘In the bleak mid- 
winter’ was the result. It was 


mid-winter 

not published in Britain 
until her Poetical Works 
(1904) appeared after her 
death, and was later set to 
music by Gustav Holst, 
appearing as a hymn first in 
the English Hymnal (1906). 

It is one of our best-loved 
carols, perhaps because of 
the way the 
writer in the last 
verse cha 1 lenges 
us, with touch- 
ing simplicity, to 
make our own 
response to the 
Christmas story. 

In the bleak mid-winter 
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone: 
snow had fallen, snow on 
snow, 

snow on snow, 

in the bleak mid-winter, 

long ago. 

What can 1 give him, 
poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man 
f would do my part; 
yet what I can 1 give him, 
give my heart. 


Hymn Notes 
Clare Wenham 


Christmas reading with a local flavour 

St Mary Magdalen Oxford, a history by Alan Palmer (£550) 

‘Mary Mags' is a geographical and spiritual landmark in Oxford and 
far beyond. So Alan Palmer's story of its thousand years will be wel- 
comed by its many friends. The first wooden church stood outside the 
North Gate to the city. The church was a centre of Anglican persis- 
tence in Cromwell's time, of Methodism in the 18th century and of 
Anglo-Catholiclsm in the 20th. Alan Palmer has known the church 
for nearly 60 years. He is a historian and has writterr many narra- 
tives and biographies so this is a ‘good read' full of delightful anec- 
dotes. The book is available from the church and from Blackwell's, 
Oxford. Profits go to the Restoration and Development Trust 

A Safe Pair of Hands: Bishop Shaw and the Diocese of 
Oxford by Peter Gilllaf (AmberJey Publishing, £8.50) 

Edward Shaw (I860 - 1937) worked in the Oxford Diocese for 42 
years as Curate, Vicar, Rural Dean, Canon, Archdeacon and then 
first Bishop of Buckingham. An outstanding cricketer, he was 
described as a ‘muscular Christian of the best type'. This biogra- 
phy, by one of his grandsons, also analyses some of the major 
themes In the history of the Oxford Diocese during the period. 
Shaw's lively column for the Oxford Diocesan Magazine is much 
quoted and gives a vivid idea of his working year including his many 
confirmations. Among the candidates were the poet John Betjeman 
and Alison Adcock who recalls ‘the stately figure in glittering red 
and gold cope and mitre who preached a very long sermon, and 
told us to write on the flyleaf of the prayer book we had been given, 
the one word WITNESS, which was what being a Christian was all 
about'. This would be a fascinating book to dip into over Christmas 
for anyone interested in the history of the Oxford Diocese. 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


if someone in your family has a 


LEARNING DISABILITY 


If someone in your family has a learning disability (‘mental 
handicap’ ), he or she needs security - not just now, but in the 
future when you're no longer here. Mencap, the UK's leading 
charity for people with learning disabilities, is offering a FREE 
booklet called Leaving money by will to people with a learning 
disability . The booklet explains how you can secure your 
dependant’s future and how to avoid pitfalls such as 
unintentionally reducing their entitlement to benefits. 

To receive your FREE copy, just write to: 

Marion Young, Mencap, Room 25A 
FREEPOST, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA, 

Or phone FREE, quoting reference: 25A 


0500 243444 


Meocap {The Royal Society for Menially Handicapped Children and Adniis). A registered charily No. 222377 


In Advertise 

please ring 

David Holden 

01527588021 


Fax: 

81527 588801 
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MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacement s/acfdit>ons 
We also buy 
Call: 


020 8888 4725 
MED REJUVENATION 


AGA'S and BATH S 

On-site rejuvenation 
Cheaper than replacement 

CALL NOW 

07069 902371/ 08450 900144 
Fax 07069 902371 
email: chieta@hitoasi.com 
Quote ref : OD2 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 



A Division of reading Transport Limited 


Quality lours and excursions by coach 


Hiuf 1 The London Eye Cl 9,00 

Sal 3 Cits Europe Shopping by Euro Tunnel £33.00 
Sun 4 Bluewater shopping. Kflnl £15.00 

Wed 14 Marpere. Christmas Taste & Try £22.00 
Sat 17 Calais Shopping by Ferry £28.00 

Sonia Tire London Eye £19.00 

Sun 25 Christmas Craft Fair 4 Festive Table £18.00 
Thur29 Christmas Lurch at Warwick Castte £88.00 


SENIOR CHILD 
£17 .00 £14 .00 
£33.00 £32.00 
£14.50 £13.50 
£ 21,00 £2100 
£27.00 £24.00 
£17 .00 £14,00 
£18.00 £12.00 
£35,00 £35.00 


San 
WedS 
Fri 7 
Sun 9 
TTiu 13 
fri 21 


Worcester Christmas Market 
Christmas Lunch Cruise 
Lincoln Christmas Market 
Christmas at Slapehill Abbey 8 Tea 
Turners Christmas Lunch Parly 
Lye at Night & Christmas Lights 


£18,00 £17,00 £1700 
£28,00 E28 00 £1900 
£19,00 £18,00 £18 00 
£28 00 £25.00 £20-00 
£27,00 £28,00 £2t00 
£18.00 £18.00 £12.00 


Goldline Travel 


Reading Transport Travel Shop, 

9, Duke Street, Reading RG1 4SA 
Tel: (0118) 959 4000 Fax (0.118) 957 5379 
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The joy of giving 


Each year money is collected from Confinrotion Sevier 
Diocese and placed in the Bishop's Outreach Fund. We have high- 
lighted a few of the projects that have received grants from the fund: 


PEACE seems to be a rare 
commodity in the world 
today. However a small 
community in Israel is set on 
cultivating peace, and we in 
this Diocese are aiding them 
through the Outreach Fund. 

Neve Shalom - Wahat Al- 
Salam (an Oasis of Peace in 
Hebrew and Arabic) was 
founded in 1972 by a 
Dominican monk, Father 
Bruno Hussar. Today the co- 
operative village is democra- 
tically owned and governed 
by Jewish and Arab citizens. 
This is the only place in 
Israel where Jewish and 
Arab families have chosen to 
live together side by side. 


The money from the 
Bishops Outreach Fund went 
towards the School of Peace 
programmes at Neve Shalom 
- Wahat Al-Salam. The School 
for Peace was opened in 
1979. The function is to 
teach the dynamics of peace 
to Jewish and Arab adults 
and youngsters from all over 
the country. Ignorance of 
each other leads to prejudice 
and fear. The School of 
Peace aims to eliminate the 
ignorance, through intensive 
dialogue. 

For more information contact: 
British Friends of Neve Shalom - 
Wahat Al-Salam, PO Box 416, 
Edgeware, Middx, HA8 7EA 
(0208) 952 4717 



The Bishop's Outreach Fund has also helped: 


Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies: assistance towards the 
development of *n MA pro- 
gramme in pastoral counselling 
for those affected by AIDS in 
East Africa. 

Link Africa: sponsorship of 
hitchhike from Oxford to 
Morocco, to aid work with disad- 
vantaged children in South Africa. 
Oxford University Mission 2001: 
towards the costs of this mission. 
Queen’s Foundation, 

Birmingham: support for doctor- 
al training of the academic staff 
of the Tamil Nadu Theological 
Seminary in India, run by the 
Queen’s Research Centre. 
Anglican Church in the Congo: 
for those in Bunia who are help- 
ing refugees. 

Friends of Africa International 
Christian Ministry: assistance for 
a trip from Trinity College, 
Oxford, to help build and fund an 
orphanage in Western Uganda. 


Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative: assis- 
tance towards the Youth 
Summer Project. 

Oxford Committee for Church 
Action on Poverty: assistance 
towards the cost of the hearing, 
‘Debt on our Doorstep’ 

St Monica’s House of Prayer: assis- 
tance towards the purchase of a 
vehicle for their ministry in the 
Diocese of Kimberly and Kumman. 
Carlile Church Army College, 
Nairobi: for assistance with the 
cost of phone-lines to be put 
into the College’s new extension. 
Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies: support for an 

Anglican priest Kenya to take 
the new MA in Mission and 
Development Practice. 

Prison Phoenix Trust: assistance 
towards the work of this 
Oxford-based organisation in 
prisons up and down the UK. 


Three kings came by scooter . . 

QREYFRIARS CHURCH in Reading has developed a quarterly guest service, which has prgved both 
popular and effective in drawing new families into the church. Sue Wilmot, a licensed lay minister and 
co-ordinator of the church's Alpha course writes about this exciting new venture. 

Liturgical elements such as 
confession and intercessions 
are dealt with so that new- 
comers do not feel excluded. 
Overheads are used, to avoid 
people fumbling with unfamil- 
iar books or pieces of paper; 
with pictures of prayer topics 
to hold the children’s atten- 
tion. Popular hymns and easy 
to learn children’s songs with 
simple actions are chosen. 
There is no collection - often 
an embarrassing moment for 
those not familiar with church 
- but instead there are choco- 
lates given away at the door 
for the children at Christmas, 
and for fathers on Fathers’ 
Day? Mars bars of course, as 
that is where men apparendy 
i come from! 

mm 



GREYFR1ARS NATIVITY SERVICE last year was an up to the minute retelling of the Nativity. Highlights 
included the arrival of Philip Giddings (back row third from right X a General Synod member and the former 
Diocesan Lay Chairman, and his fellow Wise Men who whizzed up the aisle on their microscooters. 


ARE the rumours true that 
Charlie Dimmock has been 
seen in church? Well, not 
strictly, but a blonde in a wig 
masquerading as Charlie was 
part of the Harvest Service 
team at Greyfriars Church, 
Reading last year. Modelled 
on the TV show ‘Ground 
Force’, the congregation were 
given an entertaining version 
of the Parable of the Sower 
and the Seed. The service, 
aimed at the non-churchgoer, 
was a kind of ‘Blue Peter’ reli- 
gious magazine programme, 
focussing more on entertain- 
ment than participation. 

The Harvest Service is one 
of a series of four morning 
guest services spread over the 
year, each lasting no more 
than an houx; and focusing 
around events likely to attract 
non -churchgoers - namely 
Harvest, Nativity, Mothers' 
Day and Fathers' Day. 
Although the latter may have 
been created by St Hallmark 
of USA, it offers a good 
opportunity to focus on 


fathers as well as mothers, 
and is an ideal platform to 
speak of God’s fatherly love. 

Bursting at the seams 

Developed by a team, under 
the leadership of the Pastoral 
Director, Phil Cole, The 
guest services have proved 
extremely popular amongst 
young families, several of 
whom are now regular mem- 
bers of the congregation. 
One member invited the 
whole of her child’s class to 
the service, followed by a 
bring and share lunch in 
their home. ‘We made it 
clear that they would be wel- 
come to come just to the 
lunch, and three families 
came to the Harvest Service . 
with a further three joining 
us afterwards. At the next 
Nativity Service, the children 
were invited to come in nativ- 
ity costume, and twelve fami- 
lies came to both the service 
and the lunch; we were burst- 
ing at the seams!’ she said. 

This year’s Nativity Service 


on 16 December will feature 
a ‘This is Your Life!* of 
Joseph, video interviews of 
Reading shoppers’ views on 
Christmas and a sketch 
encapsulating the theme of 
‘Xmas - what’s missing?’ 
where the baby is gradually 
pushed out of the Christmas 
tableau. Once again, children 
will be encouraged to come in 
costume and actively partici- 
pate in the events on stage. 

The third in the series, the 
Fathers’ Day service, began 
with a sort of game show, 
with fathers having to guess 
their sons, followed by a 
‘Fathers’ Day Rap’ performed 
by the older children, then a 
talk based around John 14 
called ‘Knowing the Father’, 
illustrated by a conjuring trick 
showing how Jesus has 
removed the barrier of sin 
between us and God that 
stopped us getting to know 
him. Finally someone spoke 
about how he had come to 
know God the Father recently 
through our Alpha course. 


Parish Profile 

Setting: Town centre location 
designated an Urban Priority 
Area with a small residential 
area - population about 2000. 

Church Membership: Electoral 
Roll 420; children 110; youth 
.50; GenX 50; total membership 
600; home groups/small groups 
40. 

Staff: Vicar, Pastoral Director; 
Church Centre Manager 
(includes bookshop, coffee 
shop, and other facilities), 
Catering Manager, Verger, 
Secretary, Centre Receptionist, 
PA to Vtcai; Curate (vacant), 
Youth Worker (vacant). Music* 
Director (vacant). 

Other Aspects: Three Sunday 
services at 10.30, 4.30 8c 7, 
Toddler group, women’s Bible 
study groups, worship groups, 
Alpha (70+ on current course). 
Student ministry, youth work, 
GenX (young adults), Tuesday 
Special (group for those with 
learning difficulties), Circuit 
Training, Badminton & lots more! 


Web site: www.greyfriars.org.uk 
Enquiries about Alpha to 
alpha@greyfriars.org.uk 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 


3 Maltbouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL £t FAX:. (01 865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


Is your church planning 
to start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 
Call J acquit for a very 
competitive price. 

^a.C.C]U.U. 

61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington. 
Oxford OX5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 



*We have this hope, a \ 
ana steaarBst anenor or 
the soul’ Hebrews 6:1 9 

ADVENT is the Church’s great 
season of hope, and it may 
never be more welcome than it 
is this year. In a world full of 
anxiety it’s hardly surprising 
that even Christians find it 
hard to drag themselves away 
from the daily news to con- 
template eternal values. Yet 
that is what Advent calls us to 
do - to turn aside from those 
concerns and ask instead ques- 
tions about ultimate meaning 
and purpose. In a world that 
finds hope an elusive concept, 
except in the most trivia lised 
way - winning the lottery, per- 
haps - we may find ourselves a 
small minority in turning our 
attention to it for these four 
brief weeks. But those who are 
following the Advent course 
prepared for our Diocese will 
be drawn irresistibly along a 
journey* of hope which leads 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


(in the language of Isaiah) to 
‘Mount Zion’, the place of 
God's dwelling. 

Of course, the journey is not 
an easy one. Indeed, in the 
imagery of Isaiah, it is a path 
through the desert - that lone- 
ly, dry and arid land that 
hemmed in the valleys flowing 
with milk and honey. But 
through the desert a highway 
is being built. The hills are 
being flattened. The ravines 
are being filled in. A ‘way of 


Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 


holiness’ is being prepared, at 
the end of which ‘the ran- 
somed of the Lord’ will even- 
tually reach their goaT of ‘ever- 
lasting joy’. 

The modem cynic will say 
that this is simply escapism, 
religion offering its pathetic 
opium of bogus happiness to 
its deluded followers. But 
those who follow the Advent 
readings will know how false 
is the accusation, for on this 
journey real evils are confront- 
ed and desperate situations 
transformed. Swords are beat- 
en into plough blades and 
spears into pruning hooks. 
Nature itself - what we would 
nowadays call ‘the environ- 
ment’ - is brought into a new 
harmony with humanity and 
its Creator. Far from being ‘pie 
in the sky when you die*, this is 
a divine manifesto of hope, an 
‘anchor’ for anxious and trou- 
bled spirits, embedded in 
nothing less than the character 
of God himself. 





